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Abstract: 
 

This presentation examines an unprecedented and unannounced U.S. national crime initiative. 

Unlike other official enforcement efforts aimed at reducing illegal behaviors such as the "war on 

drugs," the current initiative attempts to fully undermine efforts to discover, investigate, prosecute, 

and punish white-collar and corporate lawbreaking through the following means: corruption and 

nepotism at the highest levels of government, appointment of inept, inexperienced and anti-

regulatory personnel to head government agencies, attempts to thwart the Special Prosecutor's 

investigation of Russian cyber attacks on a national election,  and continued attempts to 

delegitimize the media and law enforcement more generally. Actions of the Administration 

constitute an "In-Your-Face Watergate," referring to perhaps the darkest chapter in American 

presidential wrongdoing (leading to the resignation of Richard Nixon), and an existential war on 

white-collar and corporate criminality. Relevant concepts and theories from criminology sociology 

are brought to bear on explaining and describing this war. 
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