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Prof. Qikun XUE graduated from the Department of Optics at Shandong University with
his first degree in laser physics and later earned his PhD from the Institute of Physics at the
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS). In the 1990s, he pursued further studies and worked in
the Research Institute of Metal Materials at Tohoku University in Japan and then in the
Department of Physics at the North Carolina State University in the U.S. From 1999 to 2005,
he was researcher at the Institute of Physics and director of the State Key Laboratory of Surface
Physics at CAS. A professor in the Department of Physics at Tsinghua University since 2005,
he was appointed as a member of CAS in November of the same year. Moreover, he was dean
of the School of Sciences and head of the Department of Physics at Tsinghua University
between 2010 and 2013, as well as director of the State Key Laboratory of Low-Dimensional
Quantum Physics between 2011 and 2016.
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Currently, Prof. Xue is vice president for research at Tsinghua University, a member of
the National Natural Science Foundation of China, and deputy director of the Science and
Technology Commission of the Ministry of Education. He also serves on the editorial board of
such world-renowned journals as Physics Review B, Applied Physics Letters, Surface Science
Reports, the Journal of Applied Physics, and AIP Advances.

Prof. Xue specializes in quantum physics and is a distinguished physicist in China. In 2013,
he was the first scientist ever to discover quantum anomalous Hall effect in his experiment,
which was not only the first significant physics discovery by a Chinese physicist since the
founding of the PRC, but also recognized by the Nobel Committee for Physics in 2016 as the
most important experimental outcome in the field over the past 30 years. Another ground-
breaking achievement was his discovery of high-temperature superconductivity at liquid

nitrogen temperature in 2012.

He has received awards and titles such as the Third World Academy of Sciences Award
in Physics in 2010, Qiu Shi Outstanding Scientist Award in 2014, the Prize for Scientific and
Technological Achievements of Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation in 2014, the first laureate of the
Future Science Prize — Physical Science Prize in 2016, as well as being among the first batch
of scientists selected for the scientist’s studio of the Ten-Thousand Talents (Wanren)

Programme.



