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Myanmar’s reform and opening is an important case of political transformation with implications for
human security and economic development in Burma, regional trade and integration in Asia, and
even geopolitics among great powers. The complexities surrounding Myanmar’s reforms call for
academic research that draws upon knowledge of history, culture and language offered by area
specialists, as well as social science methodologies employed by political scientists. Such research will
allow comparative politics and international relations to incorporate the Myanmar case into
theoretical debates, add to a growing body of empirical work on East Asian politics, and perhaps
help decision-makers manage a challenging and ongoing transition. This lecture will report
findings from a forthcoming article in Pacific Affairs by Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric
Easley – “Persuading Pariahs: Myanmar’s Strategic Decision for Reform and Opening”.
Abstract available at: www.pacificaffairs.ubc.ca/forthcoming-issue.
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