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Abstract The site of the city Ye is located approximately 20 kilometer southwest of Linzhang County, Hebei Province.
Ye was first built in the Spring and Autumn Period, and became the political center in northern China in the Cao Wei
Period (220-265). Since then, the Later Zhao (335-350), Ran Wei (350-352), Former Yan (357-370) of the Sixteen
Kingdoms Period, the Eastern Wei (534-550) and Northern Qi (550-557) of the Northern Dynasties all had their
capitals set up here. Hence Ye was called “ancient capital of six dynasties.” Destroyed by the late Northern Zhou and
Zhang River flood, Ye almost disappeared in the history, and the site was buried under the ground. Since 1983, the
archaeological team had been working at the site for thirty years. Through the thirty-year excavation and research,
gradually the history of Ye has become clear, and the importance of Ye to the study of ancient Chinese history, art
history, and architectural history has been realized. In 1988, the site Ye was declared as the Major Historical
Monument and Cultural Relic under State Protection by the State Council of China. Inherited from the tradition of the
Qin and Han and followed by the Sui and Tang dynasties, the layout of Ye is a milestone in the development of
China’s ancient capitals. The design concept of Ye not only heavily influenced the planning and construction of cities
in ancient China, but also in the greater East Asia region.
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Biography: Zhu Yanshi received his BA degree from Department of Archaeology, Beijing University, China. He
received his PhD of history from Kokugakuin University, Japan. Zhu Yanshi is now the Director of the Department of
Han and Tang Studies, Archaeology Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. He is also the professor of the
Archaeology Department, Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. His excavation of Temples at Ye
was awarded as the Big Ten New Discoveries in Archaeology in 2002.
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