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Historical Knot:

Ryukyu Issue and the China-Japan Relations

Prof. Bizhen Xie
Fujian Normal University

Biography: XIE Bizhen is Professor of History
and Ph.D. Supervisor at Fujian Normal
University (FNU), Director of the Centre for
Studies of Fujian and Taiwan, FNU, the key
research institute of humanities and social
science of the Ministry of Education, PRC, and
Chairman of the Association of China
Overseas Communication History. His major
publications include Diaoyu Islands: History
and Sovereignty (2013), China and Ryukyu
(1996), Research on the Maritime Trade
between China and Ryukyu (2004), History of
Fujian Overseas Cultural Exchanges (1997).

Abstract: The ancient Ryukyu used to be a China's vassal state. When
Ryukyu being annexed by Japan in 1879, Chinese and Japanese government
negotiated incessantly on the issue of sovereignty of Ryukyu. After the
World War 11, Ryukyu was sentenced to under the joint administration of
the Allies, and after that Americans returned Okinawa to Japan in 1879.
Ryukyu Issue was undoubtedly a “Historical Knot” among China-Japan
Relations.
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