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Abstract: African migration to China has emerged as a significant sociological phenomenon only very
recently. Unlike the stereotypical immigrant, Africans in China are predominantly self-made
entrepreneurs doing business face-to-face with local Chinese merchants and living amongst local
Chinese residents. Their encounters with the Chinese in local markets, residential neighborhoods, and
on the street offer a rare opportunity for exploring interracial dynamics and race-making processes
beyond the Western black-white paradigm. In this lecture, I examine the interracial relations between
natives and international migrants in an emerging global city that arguably lacks significant racialization.
Based on analysis of data from surveys, in-depth interviews, and field observations, I explore
particularly how Chinese perceive Africans vis-a-vis other foreigners and how the contexts and
conditions of Chinese-African encounters affect attitudes and racial formation. My study finds that, on
average, Chinese in Guangzhou hold negative attitudes toward black Africans, but that their attitudes
are inconsistent and have not yet been racialized. The mechanisms of social exclusion and inclusion are
shaped by the intersection between the types and levels of contacts and interactions and the social
contexts in which intergroup encounters occur. The findings indicate the rising awareness of racial
differences but not an ongoing process of racialization as evident in other immigrant gateway cities of
the Global North. Theoretical implications are discussed.
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