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Being committed to improve the public’s cultural knowledge, Cultural Affairs Bureau is hosting the
“2016 Forum of Carmo Hall” in Taipa with full support from Centre for Macau Studies, University of Macau.
They will send famous experts to conduct different talks in “Macao Series” and the public are welcomed
to attend.
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MESSAGE FROM THE UNITED STATES:
MACAO - IN THE EYES OF ROBERT BENNET FORBES (1838-1840)

The Forbes family came from a very wealthy American clan, with his fame is spreading far and near up to
now. His wealth was initially derived from the commercial trades between the North America and China
in the 19" century. Robert Bennet Forbes (1804-1889) was one of the significant founders contributing to
the Forbes family’s wealth in the early days. He was an outstanding captain, a shareholder of a shipping
company, a trader with China and a writer. He first came to China in 1817, only at the age of 13, and ever
since then travelled numerously back and forth between the two countries - America and China, and
became a prominent and influential figure over the modern trading relationship between America and
China. Between 1838 and 1840, while Robert Bennet Forbes was in China, he wrote a great deal of letters
in the form of diary (were later jointly published as Letters from China), which were sent to his wife living
in Boston. Many narrations about Macao have been recorded in the book, that open up a new window for
our better understanding about Macao on the eve of the Opium War.
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ABOUT THE SPEAKER: Chen Caijun, PhD in History Studies, Professor and Director of the Sino-Christian
History Research Centre of Jinan University. He is mainly engaging in the research on the Sino-Christian
History, Sino-Western Cultural Exchange History, Ming-Qing Dynasties and the contemporary Chinese
Ideological and Cultural History. Having been conducted scholarly research in Europe, United States, Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan, he has taken up the post for a year as a Visiting Scholar at the Bridgewater
State University in America between 2014 and 2015.
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ORIENTAL FOLIAGE:
BRITISH BOTANIST GEORGE HARVEY VACHELL AND MACAO

Between 20s and 30s of the 19'" century, coinciding with the revival of the renaissance of the botanic
research at the University of Cambridge, which also marked the second golden era for Macao, being the
bridgehead of the cultural exchange between the East and the West. During 1828 and 1832, Rev George
Harvey Vachell of the East India Company had sent letters from Macao and Guangzhou to his cousin,
Leonard Jenyns, and the professor of Charles Darwin, John Stevens Henslow, proposed that George Harvey
Vachell has already sent the zoological and botanical species from Macao to John Stevens Henslow before
Charles Darwin, the author of “On the Origin of Species”, boarded to the Beagle. George Harvey Vachell
had conveyed the outcome contributed by the British naturalist, who resided in Macao at that time, to the
British scientific community, illustrating that Macao has brought significance in constructing the global
knowledge.
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ABOUT THE SPEAKER: Lei Lai Cheng, PhD in Literature, Assistant Professor of the Faculty of Arts in the
University of Macau, Tenured Member of the Clare College in the University of Cambridge. She teaches
English Literature, Translation and Interpretation. Her research interests include Macao History,
Comparative Literature and Translation.
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VENUE: Carmo Hall (Av. de Carlos da Maia, Taipa)
NO. OF PARTICIPANTS: 80 individuals
ENROLLMENT OR ENQUIRIES: 8988 4000 (www.icm.gov.mo)_~https://www.icm.gov.mo/eform/event/

FREE SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE ON LECTURE DAY*

Time Route
13:20  Octagonal Chinese Library Bus Stop = Carmo Hall, Taipa
17:45 Carmo Hall, Taipa = Octagonal Chinese Library Bus Stop

*For those who require free shuttle bus service, please inform our staff upon signing-up.



