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The political wisdom and modern value of Gong Yang School’s
Theory of Spring and Autumn Annals

Prof. Fan Lizhou

Department of History, Hangzhou Normal University
16:00-17:30, 29" January, 2015

E21-G009, Macau University, Mandarin
The Spring and Autumn Annals is the earliest chronological history book in China.

According to the legend, it was written by Confucius on the basis of the history of Lu. The
explanatory works of The Spring and Autumn Annals, are mainly three: Zuoshi, Gongyang
and Guliang. The Gongyang Biography is one of the Confucian Classics, and it was
incorporated in the “Thirteen Classics” in Song Dynasty. The main contents of Gongyang
School involved five aspects: 1.The theory of “Tianzi Yi Jue”, which supports that people’s
rights are fundamental; 2. The theory of “Zhang San Shi”, discovers the evolution rules of
history and politics; 3.Persisting the theory of “Da Yi Tong”, preserve the unification of the
politic pattern; 4. The theory of “Yi Xia Zhi Bian”, which takes the culture community
consciousness as basic criterion; 5. The theory of “ Jiu Shi Fu Chou”, which embodies the

Chinese nation’s spirit of pursuing justice and placing high value on humiliation.
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