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Professor Andrew Chi-Chih Yao

Introduction
Andrew Chi-Chih Yao, a Chinese American, is a computer scientist. He was the winner of the Turing Award in
2000: the only Chinese who has won this award so far.

Prof. Yao graduated from the National Taiwan University in 1967, after which he went to the U.S. for further
education. He received a doctoral degree in physics from Harvard University in 1972, and another one in
computer science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) in 1975. He then started his
teaching and research career at the American tertiary institutions such as the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (1975-1976), Stanford University (1976-1981, 1983-1986) and the University of California,
Berkeley (1981-1983). During 1986 and 2004, he was appointed professor in the Department of Computer
Science at Princeton University. Since September 2004, he has been professor at the Institute for Advanced
Study of Tsinghua University in Beijing. Under his leadership, the Institute for Theoretical Computer Science
was founded at Tsinghua University on 29 March 2007. In addition, he is Distinguished Professor-at-Large at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Prof. Yao is a fellow of the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM), a member of the U.S. National
Academy of Sciences, a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a foreign member of the
Academia Sinica of Taiwan and the Chinese Academy of Sciences. He has received a number of awards
including the Polya Prize by the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, and the Donald E. Knuth Prize
by the ACM Special Interest Group on Algorithms and Computation Theory (SIGACT). In 2000, he was
awarded the Turing Award of the year by ACM in recognition of his significant contributions in computation
theory including the complexity-based theory of pseudorandom number generation, cryptography, and
communication complexity. He also received honorary doctorates from the Chinese University of Hong Kong,
the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, the City University of Hong Kong and the University of
Waterloo.



