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Bio-note: 
Sten Verhoeven has been a research and teaching assistant at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium, where he worked with Prof. Jan Wouters in the area of international law. he has multiple publications in the field of general international law, international criminal law and humanitarian law. His PhD research focuses on peremptory norms of international law (jus cogens) and their role as constitutional norms of the international and is nearing completion. In the thesis he has looked into the Kantian dimension of a constitutionalism based on jus cogens. Besides international law, his interests include EU law, legal theory and legal philosophy. He currently works as Senior Instructor at the University of Macau.
Abstract:
With the increase of the competence of the European Communities and the European Union, the need arose to bring the European Communities and the EU closer to the European citizens. Therefore, the notion of citizenship of the EU was introduced into EU law by the Treaty of Maastricht as a complementary citizenship besides the citizenship of the Member States. Whereas the first cases center on the questions who is a citizen and the right of freedom of movement and residence of EU citizens, the case law has via the prohibition of discrimination of EU citizens expanded into virtually every domain, even if the EU as such has no competences over them. This gradual broadening of the application of EU citizenship has generated new problems and concerns have been voiced that the EU is intruding in areas where previously the Member States had sole discretion. The seminar will look into this development of the case law of the European Court of Justice and attempt to formulate an answer to the concerns it has raised.
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