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Program 
 
 

Wednesday, 24 November 
Arrival in Macau and check‐in at the Regency Hotel. 
(For details, please refer to “Logistics” on conference webpage.) 
 
  

Thursday, 25 November 
6:00 – 8:30 am.   
Breakfast at Hotel (included). 
 
8:30 am. 
Participants gather in the Hotel Lobby. 
(Students will pick everyone up and take them to the conference site on campus.) 
 
9:00 – 9:30 am.   
Conference Registration and Group Photograph at venue. 
Opening Remarks by Professor Paul Van Dyke, Head, Department of History, 
University of Macau. 
 
9:30 – 10:30 am. 

Keynote Address 
Michael Pearson: 

‘TREMENDOUS DAMAGE’ OR ‘MERE PINPRICKS’: THE COSTS OF PIRACY 
Introduced and chaired by Sebastian Prange 

 
10:30 – 11:00 am. 
Coffee break 
 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm. 
PANEL 1:  PERCEPTIONS AND THEORIES OF PIRACY IN ASIAN WATERS 

Chaired by Sebastian Prange 
 

Charles Wheeler: Perceptions of Ethnicity and Criminality of Eighteenth Century South 
China Sea Pirates  

Robert J. Antony:  Bloodthirsty Pirates? Violence and Terror on the South China Sea in 
  Modern Times 
Akiko Sugiyama: Women, Gender, and Pirates in Southeast Asia in Historical 

Perspective 
 
12:30 – 2:00 pm. 
Lunch (included) 



 
2:00 – 3:30 pm. 
PANEL 2:  LEGALITIES AND PRACTICES OF MARITIME VIOLENCE IN THE 

WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN 
Chaired by Michael Pearson 

 

Sebastian R. Prange:  The Contested Sea: Maritime Conflict in the PreModern Indian 
Ocean 

Patricia Risso:  The Hostage Business: Pirates and their Adversaries in Western India,  
  c. 1700 
Giancarlo Casale:  Ottoman Corsairs and the Transformation of ShipBuilding 

Technology in the Early Modern Indian Ocean 
 
3:30 – 4:00 pm. 
Coffee break 
   
4:00 – 5:30 pm. 
PANEL 3:  PIRATE COMMUNITIES AND THEIR “CRIMINAL” NETWORKS 

Chaired by Robert Antony 
 

Dahpon D. Ho:  A Criminal Coast: Fujian, 16331683 
Liu Ping:  Piracy in Zhejiang in the MidQing Dynasty 
Atsushi Ota:  Piracy and Sea People in Karimata Sea, 17801820 
 
5:45 pm. 
Meet to take transport to Coloane Island for dinner. 
 
6:30 – 9:30 pm.  
Dinner on Coloane Island (included). 
 
 

Friday, 26 November 
 

6:00 – 8:30 am. 
Breakfast at the Hotel (included). 
 
8:30 am.  
Participants gather in the Hotel Lobby. 
(Students will pick everyone up and take them to the conference site on campus.) 
   
9:00 – 10:15 am.  
PANEL 4a:  ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL EXPANSIONS OF PIRACY, c. 15401683 

Chaired by Charles Wheeler 
 

Adam Clulow:  Piracy and Privateering in Japan’s Maritime Century, 15401640 
Maria G. Petrucci:  The Silver Thread of Japanese Piracy in the Age of Economic 
  Expansion, 15501640 



10:15 – 10:45 am. 
Coffee break 
 
10:45 am – 12:00 pm. 
PANEL 4b:  ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL EXPANSIONS OF PIRACY, c. 15401683 
 

Peter Borschberg:  From Selfdefence to an Instrument of War: Dutch Privateering 
  around the Malay Peninsula in the Early Seventeenth Century 
Li Qingxin: Pirates of the Western Guangdong in the MingQing Transition, 16281683 
 
12:00 – 1:30 pm.  
Lunch (included) 
 
1:30 – 3:00 pm. 
PANEL 5:  MARITIME VIOLENCE AND THE IMPACT OF EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM 

Chaired by Patricia Risso 
 
Simon Layton:  Suppressing the ‘Gift of Krishna’: India, Piracy, and the Littoral Politics 

of Empire 
Hideaki Suzuki:  Slave Raiders, Plantation, Antislave trade Patrol in the West Indian 

Ocean, c. 18201860 
Joseph á Campo: Piracy and its Suppression in the Moluccas, 19th century 
 
3:00 – 3:30 pm.  
Coffee break 
 
3:30 – 5:00 pm.  

CONCLUDING ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
Chaired by Akiko Sugiyama 

M. Pearson, R. Antony, C. Wheeler, Participants, and Audience. 
 
 

Saturday, 27 November 
9:00am  12:30 pm. 
Guided tour of old Macau (offered by the Macau Government Tourist Office). 
Attendance needs to be confirmed with Robert Antony 
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PUBLICATIONS DISPLAY 
AVAILABLE AT VENUE 
Thursday and Friday 

during Coffee Breaks and Lunches 
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Participants 
 
 
Charles Wheeler researches early modern Vietnam, maritime China, and the South China Sea. 
His publications address the role of the sea in Vietnamese history; Sino-Vietnamese merchant 
elites; littoral society, political ecology, and piracy in the South China Sea; ethnohistory and 
political identity in Vietnam’s Cham regions; and the role of Buddhism in Chinese merchant 
diaspora. A graduate of Yale University, Dr. Wheeler taught at the University of California, 
Irvine, before joining the Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences, University 
of Hong Kong in 2009. 
E-mail: cwheeler@hku.hk 
 
Hideaki Suzuki, who earned a doctorate in history at the University of Tokyo, is currently a 
post-doctoral research fellow of the Japan Society for the Promoting Science. His doctoral thesis 
focuses on slave traders in the 19th Century western Indian Ocean in order to clarify the 
transformation of this maritime world at the Modern age. His current research interests include 
the slave trade in the western Indian Ocean, Kutchee merchants, political system and piracy in the 
Persian Gulf. 
E-mail: suzuki1000jizoku@hotmail.com 
 
Akiko Sugiyama received a doctorate in history from the University of Hawai'i. Presently she 
serves as an assistant professor of Southeast Asian and world history in the Department of 
History at the University of Macau. Her research interests include comparative family history and 
historical theory. She is currently working on a book on the taxonomy of domestic units in the 
19th and early 20th century Java, and co-authoring a world history textbook.  
E-mail: akikos@umac.mo 
 
Patricia Risso teaches courses on the Middle East, South Asia, and Islam at the University of 
New Mexico. She holds an M.A. and Ph.D. from the Institute of Islamic Studies, McGill 
University, Montréal. Her research interests are cultural and economic contacts between India 
and the Middle East in the early modern period. Her publications include “Cross-Cultural 
Perceptions of Piracy,” in the Journal of World History (12:2, 2001), Oman and Masqat: an Early 
Modern History (1986), Merchants and Faith: Muslim Commerce and Culture in the Indian 
Ocean (1995), and a multi-authored two-volume text, Sharing the Stage: Biography and Gender 
in World History (2008).  
E-mail: prisso@unm.edu 
 
Sebastian R. Prange holds a doctorate from the School of Oriental and African Studies at the 
University of London. After serving as the President’s Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of 
British Columbia, he is presently a research fellow at the Zentrum Moderner Orient in Berlin, 
where he works on the formation of Islamic identities among Muslim merchant communities in 
medieval South India. He has published articles on the trans-Saharan slave trade, the Indian 
Ocean spice trade, and Islamic exchanges between South and Southeast Asia. He is currently 
revising a paper on pirate communities in western India and serves as the coordinator of the 
Asian Piracy Network. 
E-mail: prange@hu-berlin.de 
 
 



Maria Grazia Petrucci is a PhD Candidate at the University of British Columbia and currently a 
visiting researcher at Kyushu University on a Japan Foundation Fellowship. Her research focuses 
on 16th century Japanese-Portuguese relations, Christianity, and her current research aims at 
analyzing Sino-Japanese Piracy in connection with the silver trade. She published a book chapter 
by the title “Pirates, Gunpowder and Christianity in 16th Century Japan” in Evasive Pirates, 
Pervasive Smugglers (2010), and in 2004 UBC-CJR the online article “Shimai Sōshitsu and 
Kamiya Sōtan: Tea Politics and Christianity”.  She is currently completing her dissertation. 
E-mail: graziahosokawa@hotmail.com 
 
Michael Pearson is Emeritus Professor of History at the University of New South Wales, 
Sydney, Australia and Adjunct Professor of Humanities at the University of Technology, Sydney. 
Among his recent publications are Port Cities and Intruders:  the Swahili Coast, India, and 
Portugal in the Early Modern Era (1998, and paperback 2003); (ed.) Spices in the Indian Ocean 
World (1996); The Indian Ocean (2003, and paperback 2007); The World of the Indian Ocean, 
1500-1800:  Studies in Economic, Social and Cultural History (2005); and (co-ed) Eyes Across 
the Water: Navigating the Indian Ocean (2010). 
E-mail: mnpearson@ozemail.com.au 
 
Ota Atsushi, Ph.D. in history at Leiden University, is an Assistant Research Fellow at the Center 
for Asia-Pacific Area Studies, Academia Sinica, Taipei. His research focuses on Indonesian and 
Asian maritime history, and his recent publications include Changes of Regime and Social 
Dynamics in West Java: Society, State, and the Outer World of Banten, 1750-1830 (2006), “The 
Business of Violence: Piracy around Riau, Lingga, and Singapore, c.1820-1840,” in Robert 
Antony (ed.), Elusive Pirates, Pervasive Smugglers: Historical Perspectives on Violence and 
Clandestine Trade in the Greater China Seas (2010), and “Pirates or Entrepreneurs? Migration 
and Trade of Sea People in Southwest Kalimantan, c. 1770-1820,” Indonesia 90 (2010). He is 
currently researching the trade and migration of maritime people in Kalimantan in the nineteenth 
century. 
E-mail: ota@gate.sinica.edu.tw 
 
Liu Ping, who earned a doctorate in history at the Renmin University of China, is a professor of 
history at Shandong University, China. His research focuses on the history of Chinese secret 
societies, and his recent publications include Culture and Rebellion: Secret Societies in Qing 
Period as Focus of Study (2002), The Hakka-Punti War in Guangdong, 1854-1867 (2003), 
Chinese Folk Annals, Jianghu (underworld) Annal (2005), and A History of Chinese Secret 
Religion (2010). He is now researching the topic of rebel leaders in the Qing Dynasty and 
Modern China. 
E-mail: liuping0297@sina.com 
 
Li Qingxin, who earned a doctorate in history at the Nankai University, is the director of History 
and Sun Yat-sen Institute of Guangdong Academy of Social Sciences, the director of Center for 
Guangdong Maritime History Studies and the editor of Maritime History Studies. His research 
focuses on the Chinese social and economic history, the history of Sino-Foreign relations and the 
regional history of South China. His recent publications include The Seaside World: Studies on 
the History of Trade in South China Sea and Sino-Foreign Relations (2010), The Overseas Trade 
System of Ming Dynasty (2007), Nanhai I and Maritime Silk Road (2010), Maritime Silk Road 
(in Chinese and in English, 2006) and Guangdong General History (ancient) volume I (1996), 
volume II (2007). He is currently researching the overseas Chinese and the Vietnam society in the 
17th-18th century, the social and economic history of the seaside world (from South China to 
Vietnam) and Guangdong maritime history. 
E-mail: liq81@sina.com 



 
 
Simon Layton completed an Honours degree at the University of Otago, New Zealand, and is 
now a third-year doctoral candidate at St Catharine’s College, Cambridge. His thesis, tentatively 
titled “Piratical States: British Imperialism in the Indian Ocean World, c.1780-1850,” is 
supervised by Chris Bayly. 
E-mail: sl501@cam.ac.uk 
 
Dahpon David Ho teaches modern Chinese history at the University of Rochester and has 
published variously on ghostwriting and suicide, Tibet, and the Cultural Revolution. Anything 
from the 17th to the 20th century is fair game. His first book project, called Sealords Live in 
Vain, examines piracy, Fujianese seafarers, and the Qing state’s drastic decision to depopulate the 
entire coast of southeast China from 1661-1683. Besides history, he enjoys science fiction, 
boxing, Go, and stargazing. 
Email: dahpon@gmail.com 
 
Adam Clulow completed his PhD in History at Columbia University in 2008. He teaches Asian 
History at Monash University in Melbourne. His recent publications include an edited volume, 
Statecraft and Spectacle in East Asia (Routledge, 2010). He is currently working on a book 
manuscript that examines the interaction between the Tokugawa state, which ruled Japan for over 
two centuries, and the Dutch East India Company. 
Email: adam.clulow@arts.monash.edu.au 
 
Giancarlo Casale is associate professor of history and 2009-2011 McKnight Land Grant 
Professor at the University of Minnesota, where he has taught since 2005. As of this fall, he is 
also executive editor of the Journal of Early Modern History. His first scholarly monograph, The 
Ottoman Age of Exploration, was published earlier this year by Oxford University Press. 
Email: casale@umn.edu 
 
J.N.F.M. à Campo, who is currently teaches World History and Historical Research Methods at 
the Faculty of History and Arts of the Erasmus Universiteit, Rotterdam, received his PhD degree 
cum laude in 1992 (Rijksuniversiteit Leiden). His dissertation has been published in English as 
Engines of Empire, Steamshipping and State Formation in Colonial Indonesia (Hilversum 2002). 
He published on research methods, historical consciousness, economic, maritime and cultural 
history. His current research topics are Maritime History of Indonesia, Memo-history, Conradian 
studies, and Tango studies. 
E-mail: acampo@fhk.eur.nl 
 
Peter Borschberg completed his post-graduate studies on early modern history at Cambridge in 
1990 and presently serves as an Associate Professor in the Department of History at the National 
University of Singapore.  He has published widely on issues of colonial trade and politics in 
Southeast Asia in the 16th and 17th centuries. His most important recent publications include The 
Singapore and Melaka Straits: Violence Security and Diplomacy in the Seventeenth Century 
(2010) and Hugo Groitus, the Portuguese and Free Trade in the East Indies (2010/2011). He is 
currently working on a comprehensive anthology of European sources pertaining to the history of 
Singapore, Riau and Johor before 1819.   
E-mail: hispb@nus.edu.sg 
 
 
 
 



Robert Antony, who earned a doctorate in history at the University of Hawai'i, is a professor of 
Chinese and comparative history at the University of Macau. His research focuses on Asian and 
world maritime history, and his recent publications include Like Froth Floating on the Sea: The 
World of Pirates and Seafarers in Late Imperial China (2003), Pirates in the Age of Sail (2007), 
and Elusive Pirates, Pervasive Smugglers: Violence and Clandestine Trade in the Greater China 
Seas (2010). He is currently researching the evolution of modern piracy in South China between 
1837 and 1937. 
E-mail: rantony@umac.mo 
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PUBLICATIONS DISPLAY 
AVAILABLE AT VENUE 
Thursday and Friday 

during Coffee Breaks and Lunches 
 

Participating Publishers 
ISAS (Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore) 

 
National University of Singapore Press 

 
Hong Kong University Press 
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Conference Organizers: 
Prof. Robert Antony, University of Macau 
Dr. Akiko Sugiyama, University of Macau   
Dr. Sebastian Prange, Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin 
 
 
WEBSITE: http://asianpiracy.yolasite.com/macau-2010.php  

 
INQUIRIES: (853) 8397-8801 

 

 
The organizers wish  to  thank  the University of Macau,  the Faculty  for  Social 
Sciences and Humanities, and the Department of History for generous support 
for this conference. We also thank the Macau Government Tourist Office for its 
help. 
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