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Abstract 
 

Criminal Law in Europe has developed over centuries along lines that were quite different 

from those in England and America. It is particularly in connection with judicial errors 

that the two systems differ. The Anglo-Saxon system is less concerned about outcomes 

and more focused on the respect of procedural principles, whereas Europe tends to award 

priority to "fair" (and moderate) punishments. Data from the European Sourcebook of 

Crime and Criminal Justice Statistics on punishment and prisoners' rates will be used to 

document the differences. 
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