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Honourable Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture, Ms O Lam, representing 
the Chief Executive of the Macao SAR and the Chancellor of the University of 
Macau,

Honourable Chair of the University Council, Dr Lam Kam Seng Peter, 

Honourable Chair of the Honorary Degrees and Titles Committee of the 
University Council, Dr Kou Kam Fai,

Distinguished Members of the University Assembly and the University Council,

Distinguished Rector, Prof. Yonghua Song,

Distinguished honorary degree recipient, dear guests, teachers, parents and 
students, 

Ladies and gentlemen,

I am grateful to University of Macau for being awarded an honorary degree. 
This occasion is made even more meaningful by the privilege of speaking 
not only for myself but also on behalf of my accomplished fellow recipient, 
Professor Ze Zhang, a leading expert in materials science, who has made 
groundbreaking contributions to quasicrystal and nanomaterial research.

I appreciate receiving this honorary degree especially because I recognize 
University of Macau’s profound commitment to core values that I love: 
rigorous research, dedicated teaching, and the fostering of open discussions 
across disciplines. The range of fields you champion — from mathematics, 
statistics, and physics to engineering, economics, the social sciences, and 
the humanities — is a testament to a faith that I share with you: that the most 
interesting and enduring answers are found at the intersections of our fields.

I have always considered myself less a teacher and more a student. A lifelong 
student. And in that role, I have been a direct beneficiary of the intellectual 
environment that University of Macau fosters.

I can give you a concrete example. I have studied, with great interest, 
scientific papers written by professors here — for instance, the work of 
Professor and Dean Jun Yu. His research has taught me new things about 
the fundamental principles of frequentist and Bayesian statistical inference. 
These are not merely abstract concepts; they are powerful tools. I have tried 
to take advantage of these insights in my own work on macroeconomics, 
monetary economics, and economic history. Professor Yu’s work provided me 



with new ways to see, to measure, and to understand.

This is just one instance of a broader pattern in my own intellectual journey. 
I have been a persistent importer of ideas, freely supplied by physical, 
biological, mathematical, and social scientists who work right here at University 
of Macau, as well as at universities in Hong Kong, Chinese mainland, and 
other leading institutions around the world.

This free trade in ideas, supported so powerfully by the open-source 
computing movement, is the lifeblood of scientific progress. It is a system 
built not on tariffs or barriers, but on openness, collaboration, and a shared 
commitment to truth. This region, with its unique history and global outlook, 
has been and continues to be a significant contributor to this global ecosystem 
of knowledge.

So, as I accept this honor, I do so not as a finished scholar, but as a grateful 
student. Thank you for this symbol of your values. Thank you for the ideas you 
have already given me. Thank you for discoveries you will make through our 
continued free trade in ideas.




