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Honourable Chief Executive of the Macao SAR and the Chancellor of the 
University of Macau, Mr Sam Hou Fai,

Honourable Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture, Ms O Lam,

Honourable Chair of the University Council, Dr Lam Kam Seng Peter,

Honourable Chair of the Honorary Degrees and Titles Committee of the University 
Council, Dr Kou Kam Fai,

Distinguished Members of the University Assembly and the University Council,

Honourable Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, President of 
Peking University, Prof Gong Qihuang,

Dear guests,

Today, it is with immense joy that we have the honour to hold this grand 
ceremony to confer an honorary doctorate upon our esteemed friend, 
Academician Gong Qihuang, an internationally renowned expert in optics and 
a prominent educator. On behalf of all faculty and students of the University of 
Macau (UM), I would like to extend our warmest congratulations and deepest 
regards to Academician Gong, and sincere welcome to all distinguished 
guests!

Academician Gong has achieved extraordinary success in academics. He 
is both a ‘light-chaser’ exploring the realm of science and a ‘dream-builder’ 
leading innovation in higher education, demonstrating the epochal significance 
of integrated development of education, science and talent cultivation. As an 
academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, he has led his team to make 
breakthroughs in key nanophotonic technologies, making key contributions 
to the nation’s high-level technological independence and strength. As the 
president of Peking University, he continues to promote deep integration 
of interdisciplinary approaches into talent cultivation, setting a benchmark 
for world-class universities. In his dual role as a scientist and educator, 
Academician Gong carries forward the academic tradition of pursuing truth 
while being committed to serving the nation.

Peking University and the University of Macau share a long-standing and close 
partnership. With the strong support of Academician Gong, the universities 
signed an agreement on strategic cooperation framework in 2023, elevating 
the level of collaboration to a strategic partnership. Both universities have 
fully leveraged respective research capabilities and resource advantages to 
strengthen cooperation and exchange, launching substantive and effective 



collaborations across fields. Our efforts have continuously contributed to the 
development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area as an 
international centre for scientific innovation and a hub for talent cultivation. The 
scientific spirit and educational philosophy embodied by Academician Gong 
provide a remarkable source of inspiration for both Macao and the University of 
Macau.

First, fulfilling the educational mission of nurturing talent in service of the 
nation. The fundamental purpose of higher education is to cultivate virtue and 
character. Academician Gong has consistently encouraged young people 
to embrace the responsibility of ‘pursuing knowledge and contributing to the 
nation’. This vision resonates perfectly with the mission of the University of 
Macau — to cultivate citizens and innovative talents who are patriotic, globally 
minded, internationally competitive, socially responsible, and equipped to serve 
the development needs of Macao, the nation and the world. UM is dedicated 
to nurturing pillars of society who are deeply devoted to the motherland while 
possessing a global vision, and are capable of contributing their expertise to the 
prosperity of Macao and the nation.

Second, navigating the scientific journey with a deep affection for the home 
country. The world today is undergoing profound changes unseen in a century, 
and scientific and technological innovation has become the main arena for 
competition among major powers. Academician Gong once emphasised that 
only when scientific research is oriented towards the primary needs of the nation 
and society can its true significance be realised. This spirit of scaling academic 
heights while remaining grounded in practical applications is a noble quality 
worth emulating. Looking ahead, UM will continue to direct its scientific and 
technological innovation towards bolstering the appropriate diversification of 
Macao’s economy, as well as serving the needs of national development.

Third, building a talent hub through openness and collaboration. At present, 
Macao is earnestly implementing the new directives put forward by President 
Xi Jinping, striving to become a powerhouse for high-calibre international talent. 
Academician Gong has long championed international research collaboration, 
exemplifying the broad vision and outlook of Chinese scientists. As the integration 
between Macao and Hengqin accelerates, Macao will further open up to global 
innovation resources and attract top-tier talent from around the world. UM looks 
forward to working with Academician Gong and other world-renowned scholars 
to drive innovation, build a talent hub, and unleash the power of talent as a core 
engine for high-quality development in Macao and the Greater Bay Area.

The distinction bestowed today is an expression of the University of Macau’s 
tribute to an exceptional scholar, and in turn adds to the academic prestige of 



UM. Inspired by the academic spirit and educational philosophy of Academician 
Gong, we aspire to the following in the future: First, to collaborate with top-tier 
universities in the mainland, such as Peking University to foster even more fruitful 
outcomes in education and research, and contribute collective wisdom and 
expertise to the pursuit of high-quality development for Macao and the nation 
as a whole. Second, strive to emulate the standards of excellence exemplified 
by world-class institutions like Peking University, continuously improving UM 
in talent development and research innovation. Third, capitalising on Macao’s 
unique position as a bridge between China and the international community, to 
charter new courses in global collaboration in higher education.

Finally, I would like to once again congratulate and express my respects 
to Academician Gong Qihuang, and extend my gratitude to all of you for 
attending. Let us leverage the power of technological innovation to propel 
development and cultivate talent in line with our mission as educators. 
Together, we will contribute to both national strategies and Macao’s growth, 
creating a new era of high-quality development.

Thank you!


