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Academician Gong Qihuang is a world-renowned expert in Optics. During over 
four decades of study and work at Peking University, with his roots in the nation 
and the university as his support, he has established himself as a role model 
in scientific advancement and service to the nation through his substantial 
academic research and achievements in the university administration and 
management.

Academician Gong was born in Putian, Fujian province. In 1979, with outstanding 
examination results, he was admitted to the School of Physics of Peking University 
at the young age of fifteen. In 1983, he received his bachelor’s degree and went 
on to pursue his master’s and doctoral degrees at Peking University. In 1989, 
he earned his Doctor of Science degree and has since remained at Peking 
University as a member of faculty. In 2013, he was elected an Academician of 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS). In 2018, he was elected a Fellow of 
the World Academy of Sciences for the Advancement of Science in Developing 
Countries (TWAS). In addition, he was also elected a Fellow of the Institute of 
Physics in the UK, of the Optica (formerly Optical Society of America) in the US, 
and of SPIE, the International Society for Optics and Photonics in 2007, 2010 and 
2018, respectively. He served as President of the Chinese Optical Society, Vice 
President of the International Commission for Optics (ICO) and Vice President of 
the Chinese Physical Society. 

Academician Gong has always placed the needs of the nation at the top 
in his career and personal life. This has guided him to dedicate himself to 
teaching and research within China. He has been engaged in research on 
the frontiers of nonlinear optics and small-scale space-time optics, making 
systematic and innovative contributions in physical properties, new effects and 
applications. He has received multiple awards, including the Second Class of 
National Natural Science Award, the First Class of Natural Science Award by 
the Ministry of Education, the First Prize of Beijing Science and Technology 
Award, and the Prize for Science and Technology Progress of the Ho Leung 
Ho Lee Foundation. His research outcomes were recognised as the ‘Ten Major 
Scientific and Technological Progress of China’s Colleges and Universities’ on 
three occasions and were selected twice for the ‘International Optics Progress 
of the Year’. Under his leadership, optics at Peking University has developed 
into an international advanced research base. Positioning himself at the cutting 
edge of science and technology, Academician Gong has also remained 
committed to addressing strategic needs of the nation. He has actively promoted 
industry-academia-research integration and taken the lead in establishing 
research institutions, including the Frontiers Science Center for Nano-
optoelectronics of the Ministry of Education and the Yangtze Delta Institute 
of Optoelectronics at Peking University, in addition to working towards the 
establishment of the ‘Laser-Driven Multi-Beam Flow’ major scientific facility. 



These efforts have taken forward China’s technological advancement as well as 
socioeconomic development.

Academician Gong has been working in management positions for many 
years and has rich theoretical knowledge and practical experience in higher 
education administration. He has been the President of Peking University and 
the Dean of its Graduate School since June 2022. In October 2022, he was 
elected an alternate member of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China. He currently serves as a member of the 10th Standing Committee 
of the China Association for Science and Technology (CAST), and the Vice 
President of the Beijing Association for Science and Technology. In recognition 
of his contributions to scientific research and management of institutions of 
higher education, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University and Waseda University 
have conferred upon him honorary doctorates.

Academician Gong has great affection for his alma mater, and has long 
been committed to promoting the development of Peking University and 
the higher education sector in China as a whole. He values the cultivation 
of top-notch talent that is capable of innovation, and strives to improve the 
quality of undergraduate education and promote substantive development of 
postgraduate education. He pays close attention to faculty development, and 
seeks to advance the implementation of the strategy of strengthening the 
university through talent cultivation and to improve the mechanism for attracting 
and nurturing high-level talents. He focuses on enhancing research capability, 
balancing goal-oriented efforts and free exploration, and strengthening 
organised scientific research. Apart from these, Academician Gong advocates 
openness in higher education and works to deepen both domestic collaboration 
and international exchange, developing global exchange avenues in education, 
science and culture with substantial efforts. Today, Peking University has 
become an internationally reputed university, and is rapidly moving towards 
becoming a world-class leading university with firm roots in China.

Academician Gong has long followed and supported collaboration and 
exchange between Macao and the Chinese mainland. In November 2023, 
Academician Gong paid a visit to Macao, signed the ‘Peking University – 
University of Macau Strategic Cooperation Framework Agreement’, introducing 
a new chapter for the collaboration between the two universities as they work 
together towards the goal of building world-class universities with Chinese 
characteristics. Besides, as the invited keynote speaker of the University Lecture 
Series, Academician Gong delivered an inspiring talk titled ‘Invigorating China 
through Science and Education, and Accelerating the Building of World Hubs 
for Talent and Innovation’.



Academician Gong has adhered to the motto of ‘wisdom through learning’ both 
in academia and university administration. He is not only an exceptional optics 
expert but also an academic leader who practices ‘Four Examples to Lead By’, 
namely, to be a model of patriotism and service to the people, of seeking truth 
and striving for excellence, of academic integrity and rigorous scholarship, and 
of selflessness and mentorship, and continues to promote a scientific spirit with 
patriotism at the foundation. 

May I therefore call upon the Chancellor, to confer upon Academician Gong 
Qihuang the degree of Doctor of Science .




