




Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Letters honoris causa on



Louis Cha, alias Jin Yong is a pivotal contemporary Chinese literary figure. He is also 

perhaps the best known and most influential novelist of the ‘new breed’ of martial arts. 

Born in Zhejiang Province in 1924, Dr Cha graduated from Soochow University with 

specialism in international law. He was first a reporter, then editor and later launched his 

publishing business. Dr Cha started working for Hong Kong’s Ta Kung Pao from 1948. In 1955, 

he started writing and publishing martial arts novels while he was working for New Evening. 

From 1955 to 1974, he published a total of 15 works under the penname of Jin Yong.

In 1959, Dr Cha established Ming Pao in Hong Kong. He had been its editor-in-chief for many 

years. In the intervening years, apart from publishing his martial arts novels in serials, Dr Cha 

also wrote Ming Pao editorials which were often held in high regard by the community for their 

in-depth and critical analysis of the issues. As a result, Ming Pao was becoming more and 

more reputable and was even regarded as one of the most trustworthy Chinese newspapers in 

Hong Kong. From 1993, Dr Cha was on his way fading out from the Ming Pao Group.

Dr Cha has always attached great importance to the learning of and education on Chinese 

culture. While he was writing fiction, he also spared time for the in-depth study of Chinese 

History. He took up important academic responsibilities such as Deanship of the School of 

Humanities of Zhejiang University. Apart from his dynamic presence on the cultural front, 

Dr Cha was also noted for his activeness in the Hong Kong politics. He participated in the 

political affairs of Hong Kong at the end of the 70s and in the early 80s of the last century. He 

was a member of the Hong Kong SAR Basic Law Drafting Committee. Dr Cha also became 

a member of the NPC Hong Kong SAR Preparatory Committee which was established in 

1996 to oversee and coordinate all the matters concerning the establishment of the HKSAR. 

To Dr Cha, the pursuit of knowledge is a never ending business. Despite the numerous 

honorary degree titles and awards that were conferred upon him, nothing would stop him, 

even at the age of 80, from making a long-haul journey to England in 2004 to study a bona fide 
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Ph.D degree with University of Cambridge which had awarded him with an honorary doctoral 

degree earlier in the same year. He was doing all this for no reason other than for the sanctity 

of knowledge itself. After 6 years of studying there, the 86-year-old Dr Cha finally brought 

his dream to pass. He was awarded a Ph.D degree of Oriental Studies (Chinese History) by 

St. John’s College, Cambridge. His quest for knowledge was a remarkable feat that truly won 

our admiration.    

Dr Cha earned many titles rewarded by different countries and places in recognition of the 

passion he shows for, and the contributions he has made towards,  Chinese culture: Order of 

the British Empire (OBE) by the UK in 1981, Legion of Honor (Legion d’honneur) by French 

President in 1992, Grand Bauhinia Medal by the HKSAR in 2000, and Order of Arts and 

Letters (Ordre des Arts et des Lettres) by France in 2004.  
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