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New Campus Overview
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Bigger Campus, Bigger Goals

On 27 June 2009, the ninth session of the Standing
Committee of the 11th National People’s Congress adopted
a bill that authorised Macao SAR to exercise jurisdiction
over the University of Macau’s (UM) new campus on
Henggqin Island. The groundbreaking ceremony for the new
campus was held on 20 December 2009. Hu Jintao, the
then-president of the People’s Republic of China, officiated
at the ceremony in the company of Chui Sai On, chief
executive of Macao SAR. At the ceremony, Hu Jintao gave
UM his inscription that reads, “Love the country, love
Macao, learn extensively, and practice earnestly.” Hu Jintao
also voiced his expectations for UM to become a world-class
university with world-class facilities, world-class faculty,
world-class graduates and world-class achievements.
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UM is committed to quality undergraduate education,
outstanding faculty, research excellence, efficiency, and
environmental friendliness. The university has
implemented a new “4-in-1" mode of education that
consists of discipline-specific education, general
education, research and internship education, and
community and peer education, in an attempt to nurture
outstanding graduates through a multifaceted approach.
There are eight faculties on the new campus, namely
Faculty of Business Administration, Faculty of Education,
Faculty of Law, Faculty of Science and Technology, Faculty
of Social Sciences, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Faculty
of Health Sciences, and Faculty of Design. UM has an
outstanding faculty team recruited internationally
{approximately 70 per cent of the full-time academic staff
are from overseas) with rich international teaching
experience and impressive academic backgrounds. In
recent years UM has stepped up efforts to recruit more
high-calibre academic staff to further enhance teaching
and research.
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People-oriented Design

The new campus is separated from Macao by a waterway, with
the lush Henggin Mountain forming a beautiful backdrop.
Covering approximately one square kilometre and 20 times
larger than the old campus, the new campus has the capacity to
accommodate approximately 10,000 students. The new campus is
connected to Macao by an underwater tunnel which opens
around the clock. Since the National People’s Congress Standing
Committee has authorised Macao SAR to exercise jurisdiction
over the new campus, UM staff, students, visitors, and Macao
residents can commute to and from the new campus through the
underwater tunnel without the need to go through immigration
clearance. The tunnel starts at the new campus, extends across
the Shi Zi Men Waterway, and ends at Coloane. It has two
two-way vehicle lanes and one pedestrian lane. It takes only ten
minutes to cover the underwater tunnel on foot.
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Design Concepts
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The new campus is first and foremost a campus for UM '
students. The design, which was conducted by He Jingtang, a
recognised leader in architectural design in the Greater China
region, and chief architect for the China Pavilion for the Expo
2010 Shanghai China, is based on this conviction, to make
sure that the campus provides an excellent learning
environment that is conducive to the implementation of the
“4-in-1” mode of education, which consists of
discipline-specific education, general education, research and
internship education, and community and peer education.
The architectural style and the layout of the buildings on the
new campus echo with the university’s education philosophy
and symbolise diversity, interaction, equality, and tolerance.

After the new campus starts operation, the university will
share resources on the new campus with Macao community.
The availability of a diverse range of academic programmes
offered by the various faculties on UM’s new campus will not
only provide more choices for students from Macao and its
neighbouring regions, but will also stand the university in
good stead for when it launches practical courses for working
people in Macao. This will in turn improve Macao residents’
competitiveness and produce professionals in various fields to
contribute to the economic diversification in Macao.
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New Campus Figures
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New Campus Milestones
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The new campus came under the jurisdiction of Macao SAR
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Master Plan for the New Campus
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Residential Colleges
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There are between eight and 12 residential colleges (RCs) on the new
campus. Each RC is inhabited by students of different majors and years of
study, who live, study and take part in various activities together. Peer
motivation and cooperation facilitated by such a living arrangement is
hoped to help students acquire self-discipline, become more independent,
and achieve well-rounded development.
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Library
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The design of the atrium in the library makes full use of natural lighting.
There is a little garden on the second level. The left and right wings of the
library are surrounded by wooden boards inscribed with words, to
symbolise that there is no end in the journey of learning. There is a big
scientific symbol on the top level of the right wing to convey the university’s
determination to constantly explore new areas in scientific research. In the
middle there is a colourful column that symbolises cultural diversity. The
round exhibition hall on the fifth level reflects Chinese people’s traditional
belief that, “The sky is round and the earth is flat,” and also symbolises the
library’s all-embracing characteristic.
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University Gallery
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Located next to the library, the University Gallery is an ideal place for university
members and visitors to acquaint themselves with the university’s history. It

exhibits historical materials that depict the university’s development over the past
three decades.
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Faculties
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There are approximately eight faculties on the new campus. These faculties are
within walking distance of one another, with separate vehicle and pedestrian routes
to ensure safety and convenience. Faculty buildings are connected either by covered
walkways or on the second level, with green courtyards on the lower level and
learning space on the upper level, to facilitate teacher-student interaction as well as
peer interaction.
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University Hall and UM Guest House
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Consisting of 2 1,000-seat auditorium, patron service rooms, performance

rooms and rehearsal areas, the University Hall is used for events and

ceremonies. The UM Guest House serves as a multi-purpose venue for

meetings, academic exchanges, dining, and accommodation.
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Central Teaching Building
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The Central Teaching Building has a seating capacity of 3,000. It is where
the teaching of first-year undergraduate courses and general education-
courses takes place. It also serves as a venue for after-class discussion, study,
and recreation.
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Administration Building
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The Administration Building houses offices of the university’s top management
and various administrative units. Light-penetrable and thermal-insulation glass
on the facades of the building allows one to enjoy the beautiful natural views
from inside the building,
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Student Activity Centre
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The Student Activity Centre consists of two parts: an activity centre for
students, and a performance centre. The student activity centre houses offices
and conference rooms of the Students’ Union and its various sub-organisations,

as well as activity rooms for students. The performance centre has a seating
capacity of 250.
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Scientific Research Base
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The Scientific Research Base mainly focuses on the studies of medical
andpharmaceutical sciences, electronics and information technology, and
energy and environmental protection. It also serves to facilitate technology
transfer and incubation of innovative industries. Sufficient space is reserved in
anticipation of new research projects that will continuously emerge in the future
as well as projects in new fields to be carried out in collaboration with other
research institutions.
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Staff Quarters
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There are 15 buildings in the Staff Quarters, including management offices, clubs,
an outdoor swimming pool, green space, and amenities for children. There is an
activity room for residents on the ground floor of each building.
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University Mall
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The University Mall integrates dining, shopping, and postal functions. It
provides necessary living facilities and convenient services for staff and
students. It is a core gathering and recreational venue for staff and students.
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Sports Facilities
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The new campus has various large-scale sports facilities, including a multi-purpose
indoor sports complex, an indoor swimming pool, an athletic arena, and outdoor
sports facilities. The five-storey multi-purpose indoor sports complex has a total net
floor area of approximately 9,600 square metres, and is used for large-scale events
and performances.
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Postgraduate Houses
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The Postgraduate Houses are for master’s and PhD students. There are a
small indoor sports venue, an activity room, and offices for dormitory
management personnel and student counselling personnel, etc. The design of
the buildings in this area is in harmony with the overall architectural style of
the new campus, and aims to convey the liveliness and diversity of student life.
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