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Desde os anos 80 do século passado, a concepgio “Um Pais, Dois Sistemas” foi gradualmente posta em
_prdtica. No avango da implementagio deste principio, surgiram iniimeras personalidades lendirias,
entre as quais o Dr. Qiao Xiaoyanyg. Filho de um major-general, o Dr. Qiao estudou a lingua espanhola
na Universidade de Havana, em Cuba, quando era jovem. Tendo passado pelos tempos agitados da
revolugdo cultural, acabou por concluir os seus estudos no Instituto de Linguas de Pequim. Iniciou
a sua carreira_profissional na drea dos negécios estrangeiros, ¢ passou a dedicar-se ao trabalho da
legislatura nacional. Por isso, comecou a envolver-se nos assuntos de Hong Kong ¢ Macau ¢ ganhou a
alcunha de “O Venerdvel Qiao”. De facto, a sua vida é um microcosmo desta grande época na Histéria.

Desde 1992, o Dr. Qiao assumiu vdrios cargos importantes. Foi director do gubinete da Comissdo
dos Assuntos Legislativos do Comité Permanente da Assembleia Popular Nacional, vice-presidente e
}Jresi‘{ente da Comissdo dos Assuntos Juridicos da Assembleia Pqpufar Nacional, membro e secretdrio-
geral-adjunto do Comité Permanente da Assembleia Popular Nacional, membro das Comissoes
Preparatérias da Regido Administrativa Especial de Hong Kong ¢ da Regido Administrativa de
Macau, membro ¢ presidente da Comissdo da Lei Bdsica da Regido Administrativa Especial de
Hong Kong ¢ presidente da Comissdo da Lei Bdsica da Regido Administrativa Especial de Macau.
Dirigiu ou participou na elaboragio ¢ alteragio de dezenas de diplomas legais, incluindo a revisdo da
Constituicdo da Repiiblica Popular da China, a Lei Organica Local, a Lei da Legislagdo, a Lei das
Sangoes Administrativas, a Lei da Educagio, a Lei do Trabalho ¢ a Lei dos Valores Mobilidrios. Além
disso, desempenhou um papel importante na orientagio de uma implementagio correcta da Lei Bdsica
de Hong Kong ¢ da Lei Bdsica de Macau na respectiva regido administrativa especial.

A Lei Bdsica de Hong Kong e a Lei Bdsica de Macau sdo leis de natureza constitucional, elaboradas pela
Assembleia Popular Nacional de acordo com a Constituigdo da Repiiblica Popular da China. Compete
a Assembleia Popular Nacional ¢ ao respectivo Comité Permanente fiscalizar a implementagdo da
Constituigdo, assim como alterar e interpretar as Leis Bdsicas. O Dr. Qiao, sendo um participante na
construgdo do sistema juridico da China desde as reformas ¢ abertura do pais, possui um conhecimento
profundo ¢ visdo ampla sobre vdrios aspectos politico, econdmico ¢ social do pais, tendo também
uma observagdo perspicaz sobre as realidades de Hong Kong ¢ de Macau, assim como a ecologia
politica destas duas regioes. Com grande abertura e sinceridade, o Dr. Qiao realizou conversagoes
com os diversos sectores sociais sobre os temas relacionados com os assuntos constitucionais das suas
regides administrativas especiais, de modo a_fomentar consenso através de debates racionais. O seu
_profissionalismo ¢ carisma_pessoal conquistaram-lhe o respeito das sociedades de Hong Kong ¢ de
Macau em geral.

O Dr. Qiao_foi também wm _promotor importante do processo da construgdo do novo campus da
Universidade de Macau. Entre 2008 ¢ 2013, na sequéncia da autorizagio do governo central sobre a
construgdo de um novo campus da Universidade de Macau na Ilha de Hengqin, o Dr. Qiao foi responsdvel
pela andlise das questoes juridicas relacionadas com este projecto. Organizou os coordenadores de scis
grupos de trabalho do Comité Permanente da Assembleia Popular Nacional para realizarem visitas a
Itha de Hengqin ¢ conhecerem melhor a situagio no terreno. Estudou, juntamente com as entidades
competentes, as questoes envolvidas ¢ encontrou solugoes preliminares. Posteriormente, encarreqou-se
da_preparagio dos documentos para a deliberagio da Assembleia Popular Nacional sobre o mesmo
assunto. Também acompanhou os dirigentes do pais na cerimdnia de langamento da primeira pedra
do novo campus. Hoje, ao regressar ao sitio onde trabalhou, o Dr. Qiao deve ter uma emogdo especial.



Nas iiltimas duas décadas, o Dr. Qiao, no desempenho de cargos importantes na Assembleia Popular
Nacional, tem vindo a trabalhar no interior da China, em Hong Kong ¢ Macau, solucionando
diferendos ¢ criando uma base favordvel para a implementagdo do principio “Um Pais, Dois Sistemas”,
assim como uma_plataforma que permite uma maior estabilidade ¢ melhor desenvolvimento nestas
duas regioes. Tendo cumprido as suas fungoes com grande zelo ¢ diligéncia, o Dr. Qiao mantém-se
_produtivo na escrita apds aposentagdo, manifestando uma preocupagio especial para com a educagio
¢ divulgagdo da Constituicdo ¢ das Leis Bdsicas junto dos jovens de Hong Kong ¢ Macau. Além disso,
mostra-se atento ao desenvolvimento holistico dos jovens, cultivando neles valores caracterizados pela
benevoléncia e justiga.

Em reconhecimento das suas realizagoes, tenho a honra de convidar Vossa Exceléncia, o representante
do Chanceler da Universidade de Macau, Doutor Tam, para corlferir 0 grau de doutor honoris causa
em Direito ao Dr. Qiao Xiaoyany.
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Since the 1980s, the concept of One Country, Two Systems has been put into practice and
advanced systematically. Mr Qiao Xiaoyang emerged as one of the legendary figures during this
period. Mr Qiao was born into a military family. When he was young, he travelled to Havana, Cuba
to study Spanish. He managed to graduate from Beijing Language Institute after the tumultuous
years of the Cultural Revolution. He worked in local foreign affairs office early in his career and
later entered the national legislature where he engaged in Hong Kong and Macao affairs and
won the title of the Venerable Qiao. His life story is a microcosm of this great period in history.

Since 1992, Mr Qiao has served as director of the Administrative Office of the Legislative Affairs
Commission of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress (NPC), vice-chairman
and chairman of the Legal Committee of the NPC, as well as member and deputy secretary-general
of the NPC Standing Committee. He has also served as member of the Preparatory Committee
for the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) and the Preparatory Committee for the
Macao Special Administrative Region (MSAR). He has been appointed as member and chairman
of the HKSAR Basic Law Committee of the NPC Standing Committee, and chairman of the MSAR
Basic Law Committee of the NPC Standing Committee. Mr Qiao has participated in or has been
in charge of the drafting or amending of dozens of laws, including the Amendment to the
Constitution of the People s Republic of China, Organic Law of the Local People’s Congresses and
Local People’s Governments of the People’s Republic of China, Legislation Law of the People’s
Republic of China, Law of the People’s Republic of China on Administrative Penalty, Education
Law of the Pegple’s Republic of China, Labour Law of the People’s Republic of China, and
Securities Law of the People’s Republic of China. He has also played a key role in guiding the
implementation of the Hong Kong Basic Law and the Macao Basic Law.

Designed for the special administrative regions, the Hong Kong Basic Law and the Macao Basic
Law are constitutional laws enacted by the NPC in accordance with the Constitution of the
People’s Republic of China. The NPC and its Standing Committee exercise the functions and
powers of supervising the enforcement of the Constitution, interpretation and amendments to
the Basic Laws. As a contributor to China’s legal system since the reform and opening up, Mr
Qiao has an encyclopaedic and intimate knowledge of politics, economics and society in China.
With a broad perspective, he probed deep into the realities of Hong Kong and Macao society
and keenly studied the political environments prevailing in these two territories. With regard
to the constitutional issues in Hong Kong and Macao since their return, he has always engaged
in sincere conversations with people from all walks of life with a view to forging a consensus
through rational discussions. As an open-minded and down-to-earth person with leadership and
tact, he has shown both strength and finesse in handling problems. His professionalism and
personal charisma have earned the respect of the mainstream of Hong Kong and Macao society.

Mr Qiao was also a key facilitator of the construction of the new campus of the University of
Macau (UM). From 2008 to 2013, Mr Qiao was responsible for studying and handling the legal
issues regarding the central government’s approval of building a new campus for UM on Hengqin
Island. He also led six group conveners of the NPC Standing Committee on a field trip to Hengqin
for them to understand the actual situation. In addition, he studied the related issues with the
relevant government officials and formed a preliminary plan for the new campus. Later, Mr
Qiao was responsible for preparing the relevant documents for the NPC Standing Committee to
deliberate and approve the construction of the new campus. He also accompanied the national



leadership to attend the ground-breaking ceremony and inspect the new UM campus. Today,
returning again to UM, we are sure that Mr Qiao is feeling a strong sense of kinship.

For more than 20 years, while assuming important positions in the NPC and forging ahead at
work, Mr Qiao has travelled to Hong Kong, Macao and mainland China to deal with all kinds of
exigencies and disputes. He has laid a solid foundation for the practice of One Country, Two
Systems in Hong Kong and Macao, and created a platform for a more stable and productive social
development. In the decades after retirement, Mr Qiao has continued to make contributions
and is prolific in writing. He has made relentless efforts in the promotion and education of the
Constitution and the Basic Laws among the youth in Hong Kong and Macao. Mr Qiao has always
cared for the youth and maintained close communication with the youth. He is indeed a noble
human being distinguished by being ever kind to others and strict with himself.

In recognition of his accomplishments and contributions, may | therefore call upon Dr Tam,
representative of the Chancellor, on this Day of Investiture to confer upon Mr Qiao Xiaoyang the
Doctor of Law fwor01r7s causa?
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