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A Dra. Lau Sin Peng nasceu em 1934 no distrito de Shiqgi, na cidade de Zhongshan da_provincia de
Guangdong. No inicio de 1939, para_fugir as querras, mudou-se para Macau, ¢ mais tarde para
Guangyi. Voltou para Macau em 1950. Logo depois de ter concluido o ensino secunddrio na Escola
Secunddria Chong Tak de Macau, em 1952, iniciou a sua carreira na drea da educacio, a qual se
dedicou durante 48 anos. Quando frequenmva a escola secunddria, a Dra. Lau, enquanto yrgfessom
voluntdria, jd comecou a dar aulas aos trabalhadores de fdbricas de fosforos para os ensinar a lerem e
escreverem. Ao [ongo da sua carreira Jnrgﬁ'ssiona[, assumiu diversas fungﬁes: _foi docente, directora de
turma ¢ coordenadora pedagdgica. Assumiu o cargo de directora da Escola Seong Fan da Associagdo
Comercial de Macau desde 1984 até a sua aposentagdo em 2000. Tendo obtido o Mestrado em Ciéncias
da Educagdo na Universidade Normal do Sul da China em 1993, foi galardoada com a Medalha
de Mérito Cultural pelo ex-governador de Macau, em 1990, ¢ com a_primeira Medalha de Mérito
Educativo pelo Governo da Regido Administrativa Especial de Macau, em 2001.

A Dra. Lau comecou a escrever quam{o era estudante. Em 1953, comecou a escrever artigos para
o jornal “Novo Jardim” ¢ a revista “Nova Educagio de Macau”. Simultaneamente, escrevia_para
0s grupos de artes fo[cféricas, acrobacia e ﬂ[efparto que vieram do interior da China, divu[gam{a
os seus espectaculos em Macau. E escritora reqular do jornal “Macao Daily’desde a sua fundagio
em 1958 até hoje. Entre os finais dos anos 50 ¢ os meados dos anos 60, publicou neste jornal sete e
meia romances, sob diversos pseudonimos tais como Baoqing, Jiazhen ¢ Changfeng. As suas obras
}mﬁ[icat[as com]rreen&'m Love Song cy[ the Youth (obra escrita conjuntamente com outra ﬁessoa), The
Flowers of Guia, The Courtship of a Gentleman, The Broker’s Marriage ¢ The Girl of Seventeen, com
um niimero total de 1,76 milhdes de caracteres.

Desde o inicio da década de 80, a Dra. Lau tem vindo a visitar a China e diversos outros paises e
a_participar em cmgferéncius académicas sobre a educagdo, histéria e [inguas. Publicou 226 artigos
académicos, com um total de 2,4 milhoes de caracteres, em periédicos a nivel nacional, assim como
em principais jornais, publicacoes governamentais ¢ revistas locais de Macau, dedicados aos temas de
educagdo, cultura, histéria ¢ [inguas. Foi ainda convidada para escrever entradas para o Diciondrio
da Educagio ¢ a Enciclopédia da Educagio da China, ambos publicados pela editora Shanghai
Educational Puﬁ[ishing House, para A Dictionary g‘ Academies in China, ])uﬁfimz{o ye[a editora
Zhejiang Education Publishing House, ¢ para a Enciclopédia de Macau, tendo publicado, até ao
_presente momento, mais de 5 milhoes de caracteres.

Em 1967, a Dra. Lau tornou-se membro da Associagdo de Educagio de Macau onde desempenhou os
cargos de directora do Departamento de Difusio Educativa, editora-chefe do periédico Educagio de
Macau, vice-presidente ¢ presidente do vespectivo Conselho, entre 1994 ¢ 1998. Desde 1979, envolveu-
se na organizagdo de concursos de pintura, de recitagio e da ciéncia divertida para os estudantes de
Macau. Em 1989, criou um grupo de investigagdo em ciéncias da educacdo. Foi, em representagio
da Associagio de Educagio de Macau, membro da Comissdo Consultiva_para o Reconhecimento de
Habilitagoes de Macau, desde a sua criagio pelo governo em 1989 até a sua cessagdo em Agosto de 2003.
Em 1992, assumiu o cargo de membro do Conselho de Educagio de Macau, um érgdo de consultoria
educacional, no qual foi membro da comissdo permanente ¢ coordenadora do grupo de trabalho para
0 ensino gratuito. Durante este periodo, também integrava outros grupos de trabalho para a legislagio
da educagdo, nomeadamente no que diz respeito aos estatutos das escolas privadas. Em conjunto com
todos os membros da Associagio de Educagio de Macau, procurava alcangar consenso no sector da
educacdo sobre os assuntos debatidos.

21



Na década de 80 do século passado, com esforcos conjuntos do governo local, do sector da educagdo e das
organizagoes ndo-governamentais, estava a decorretr, em Macau, uma reforma do sistema educacional.
Neste contexto, a Dra. Lau, como representante da Associagdo de Educagio de Macau, manifestou
concorddncia com as propostas de reforma educativa anunciadas pelo Governo ¢ apresentou vdrias
sugest&es para melhorar as mesmas. As suas oyiniées eram muito yertinentes, demonstrando a sua
_preocupagio com a educagdo e com o desenvolvimento de escolas privadas, como também a sua atengdo

ara com as condigoes de trabalho dos professores. Em muitos destes aspectos, tinha uma_posigio
idéntica a da Associagdo das Escolas Catélicas de Macau.

Uma década antes do retorno de Macau, a Dra. Lau jd trabalhou com o governo na_promogio dos
cursos de portuqués e chinés, destinados aos funciondrios pitblicos. Com grande apoio da Associagio
Comercial de Macau, a Escola Seong Fan z{igponibi[izou estes cursos a milhares de _funciona’rios }mﬁficos,
contribuindo assim para a Regido Administrativa Especial de Macau que veio a ser estabelecida.

A Dra. Lau desempenhou diversos cargos de servigo social: foi membro do Conselho Consultivo do
Fundo de Terras do Governo da Regido Administrativa Especial de Macau, membro do 7.° ¢ 8.° Comité
Provincial de Guangdong da Conferéncia Consultiva Politica do Povo Chinés, membro do Comité para
a eleicio de delegados da Regido Administrativa Especial de Macau para a 9.% ¢ 10.% Assembleia
Popular Nacional da China, membro da Comissdo Preparatéria da Regido Administrativa Especial de
Macau, subdirectora da Comissio dos Diversos Sectores de Macau para as Actividades de Celebragdo
do Retorno de Macau a Pdtria, membro da Comissdo de Seleccio do Primeiro Governo da Regido
Administrativa Especial de Macau, membro da Comissdo Eleitoral do 1.° a 4.° mandato do Chefe do
Executivo da Regido Administrativa Egpeciu[ de Macau, entre outros.

A Dra. Lau tem vindo a prestar servigos voluntdrios aos grupos de juventude ¢ educagdo, cumprindo
a SUa_promessa de “preocupar-se com a educagdo e servir a sociedade, com amor a  pdtria ¢ a Macau”.
Apds a aposentagio, continua a trabalhar: com o apoio financeiro concedido em 2005 pela Secretaria
_para os Assuntos Sociais ¢ Cultura ¢ pela Direccio dos Servigos de Educagdo e Juventude, promoveu a
reforma educacional na Escola Tong Nam, no sentido de melhorar a proficiéncia bilingue em chinés
e inglés dos alunos ¢ promover o seu desenvolvimento intelectual, ¢ alcangou resultados positivos ao
longo dos 15 anos. Com realizagoes brilhantes em toda a trajectéria de vida, mantém-se_ produtiva
como escritora numa idade avangada. As suas obras foram compiladas em 20 livros, entre os quais A
Histdria de Educagdo em Macau, titulo que foi publicado em 1999 ¢ ¢é considerado o alicerce para a
investigagdo da histéria da educagdo em Macau.

Em reconhecimento das suas realizagoes, tenho a honra de convidar Vossa Exceléncia, o representante
do Chanceler da Universidade de Macau, Doutor Tam, para conferir 0 grau de doutor honoris causa
em Ciéncias da Educagio a Dra. Lau Sin Peng.



Ms Lau Sin Peng was born in Shigi Town of Zhongshan City (Guangdong Province) in 1934.
Wartime displacement brought her to Macao for the first time in early 1939 and later to Guangxi
Province, before returning to Macao in 1950. She completed her secondary education in 1952
from Macau Chong Tak Secondary School and began her career in education that has spanned
nearly five decades. Even as a student in senior high school, she had voluntarily taken up
teaching literacy to workers of matchstick factories. She has taught students of various grades,
serving in capacities such as subject teacher, class teacher and dean of student. She became
headmistress of Seong Fan Evening Middle School run by the Macao Chamber of Commerce
(ACM) in 1984 and retired in 2000. In recognition of her services, she was awarded the Master of
Education degree by South China Normal University in 1993, the Medal of Cultural Merit by the
Governor of Macao in 1990, and the first Medal of Merit in Education by the government of the
Macao Special Administrative Region (MSAR) in 2001.

Ms Lau started writing early during days as a student. In 1953, she began writing for New
Landand New Macao Education. She also wrote publicity releases for Chinese folk art troupes,
acrobatic troupes and sports teams that came to perform in Macao. She has been writing for
Macao Dailysince its establishment in 1958 and continues to do so. Between the late 1950s and
the mid-1960s, she published seven and a half serial novellas in Macao Daily, amounting to 1.76
million characters, under such pennames as Baoqing, Jiazhen and Changfeng. Her short novels
include Love Song of the Youth (co-author), 7he Flowers of Guia, The Courtship of a Gentleman,
The Broker’s Marriage, and The Girl of Seventeen.

Since the 1980s, Ms Lau has visited various places in China and other countries, joining
conferences on education and publishing papers in national journals. Meanwhile, she has also
been writing extensively for major newspapers, government-affiliated and private publications
in Macao. She has written 226 articles totalling in excess of 2.4 million characters on the topics
of education, culture, history and language. Ms Lau was also invited to contribute entries to
The Dictionary of Educationand The Chinese Encyclopedia of Eaucation by Shanghai Education
Publishing House; A Dictionary of Academies in China by Zhejiang Education Publishing House;
and 7/4e Encyclopaedia of Macao. She has published more than 5 million characters till date.

Ms Lau started to serve on the board of the Chinese Educators Association of Macau (CEAM) in
1967 and has taken up other positions like director of the Education Promotion Department,
editor-in-chief of Macao £alcation, and deputy director-general of the association. Between
1994 and 1998, she served as director-general of the CEAM. She was among the organisers of the
first Macao student painting competition, recitation competition and fun science competition
in 1979 and organised groups for scientific research in education in 1989. In the same year, she
started to represent the association in serving as member of the Advisory Committee for the
Recognition of Qualifications of Macao up until the Committee completed its work in August
2003. In 1992, she served as member of the Council of Education of Macao (an advisory body for
local education), was elected as member of the standing committee and convenor of the free
education working group of the council. During that period, she also joined a series of working
groups for legislation in the field of education that discussed topics such as the constitution of
private schools. In the course of these discussions, she worked with fellow members to build a
consensus in the education sector.
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In the 1980s, the education system of Macao was undergoing major reform. The government, the
education sector and local education associations were working together for the development
of education in the territory. On behalf of the CEAM, Ms Lau made many suggestions both in
support of and in amendment to the proposals on education put forward by the government. It
may be said that she spared no effort in her contribution to education. She also attached great
importance to students’ education, teachers’ rights and the development of private schools.
Her insightful inputs on many related topics were invaluable to the sector. She also found
common cause with Macao Catholic Schools Association on the development of education in
Macao. Together, they worked for the rights and interests of both teachers and students.

Since more than a decade before the return of Macao, Ms Lau worked with the government to
promote Portuguese and Chinese language courses for public servants. With the full support of
the ACM, she set up courses in Seong Fan Evening Middle School and thousands benefitted from
them. These initiatives facilitated the transition towards the return of Macao.

Ms Lau has long been involved in services. She has held significant positions in public organisations
and committees, including serving as member of the Land Fund Advisory Committee of the MSAR,
member of the seventh and eighth Guangdong Provincial Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference, member of the election committee of Macao deputies to
the 9th and 10th National People’s Congress, member of the preparatory committee of the
MSAR, vice-director of the Committee for Celebration Activities from All Sectors for the Return
of Macao to the People’s Republic of China, member of the selection committee for the first
government of the MSAR and member of the 1st to 4th Chief Executive Election Committees.

Over the years, Ms Lau has dedicated herself to volunteering with youth associations and
education associations, keeping with her promise that given her unremitting love for Macao and
the country, she would remain ever concerned with education and continue to serve society.
It would be no exaggeration to say that the word ‘retirement’ simply does not exist in her
dictionary. With funding from the Secretariat for Social Affairs and Culture and the Education and
Youth Affairs Bureau, she has conducted an experiment in education reform at Tong Nam School
since 2005. The experiment, which focuses on integrated development of Chinese language,
English language and intelligence, has yielded excellent results over the past 15 years. Ms Lau
continues to shine at every phase of her life. Now in the autumn of her years, Ms Lau continues
to write and publish. Her writings have been compiled into twenty volumes. One of her works,
A History of Education in Macao, was published in 1999 and has veritably laid the foundation for
study of the history of education in the territory.

In recognition of her accomplishments and contributions, may | therefore call upon Dr Tam,
representative of the Chancellor, on this Day of Investiture to confer upon Ms Lau Sin Peng the
Doctor of Education Aororis causa?





