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Os profissionais na drea da educagdo, em particular os do ensino superior, sdo frequentemente
confrontados com estas questoes: o que ¢ educacio? No fundo, qual ¢ a esséncia, o propdsito e o valor
da educagdo? E quais sio as fungoes de um professor ¢ de um dirigente universitdrio?

Encontramos as respostas em um brilhante exemplo: o Professor Doutor Joseph J. Y. Sung. E um
individuo modesto e amdvel, um médico benevolente e devoto e um }mjessor ¢ lider universitdrio que
se dedica de corpo e alma a prossecugio ¢ pritica dos mais nobres ideais educacionais.

Nascido em Hong Kong, o Prgfessor Doutor Sung recebeu formagdo nesta cidade ¢ no Canadd. E
conhecido pelos seus éxitos na investigagdo cientifica, no ensino ¢ no servigo ao pitblico, pelos quais
granjeou intimeras honras ¢ prémios. Além disso, ¢ fellow de virias escolas médicas de renome em todo
0 mundo.

Em 1985, comecou a sua carreira Jorqfissiona[ como Medical Qﬁicer no Prince gf Wales Hos]n’ta[, um
ﬁogpita[ de ensino da Universidade Chinesa de Hong Kong (CUHK). Posteriormente, a sua _paixdo
pela educagio levou-o a sequir uma carreira académica na CUHK. Desde entdo, ocupou vdrios
cargos académicos importantes. Actualmente, é Mok Hing Yiu Prgfessor gf Medicine na Faculdade de
Medicina desta instituicdo.

Cientista de renome mundial, o Professor Doutor Sung, juntamente com a sua equipa de investigagdo,

foi pioneiro num conjunto de descobertas que ngffuencmmm e mudaram a gastrenterologia em todo o
mundo. Em 2004, liderou um grupo de 15 paises da Asia-Pacifico na realizagdo de uma investigagdo
relacionada com o rastreio do cancro colo-rectal, tendo x{gfmwfo claras orientacdes e yromovzdo a
realizagio deste rastreio naquela regido. Gragas ao seu trabalho na prevengdo do cancro, a Prevent
Cancer Foundation dos Estados Unidos da América cow"eriwfﬁe o Laurel Award em 2008. Além disso,
este académico, incansdavel e yro@‘ico na sua investigagdo, }mﬁficou mais de 1000 artigos cientgficos
em revistas internacionais, escreveu mais de 15 livros e serviu com revisor para mais de 15 revistas de
referéncia.

Os seus contributos para o avango do ensino superior ¢ da medicina foram, alids, reconhecidos e
aclamados a nivel local, nacional e internacional. As suas notdveis realizagoes reflectem-se nos iniimeros
_prémios que lhe foram conferidos por organizagoes prestigiadas em diferentes partes do globo. De entre
as muitas honras que recebeu, destaca-se o titulo de Herdi Asidtico, atribuido ye[a Revista Time, em
reconhecimento da sua (uta altruista e corajosa contra a sindroma respiratéria aguda grave (SARS)
durante o seu surto, em 2003. O feito do Prgfessor Doutor Sung ¢ da sua equipa médica demonstrou
0 que o espirito humano pode alcangar em circunstdncias extremas.

O Professor Doutor Sung foi reitor da CUHK de 2010 a 2017. Neste cargo, tomou medidas estratégicas,
incluindo o desenvolvimento do sistema de colégios residenciais, a implementacdo do sistema curricular
3+3+4, a promogio da internacionalizagio da CUHK e o estabelecimento da CUHK, Shenzhen ¢
do CUHK Medical Centre. Destaca-se igua[mente 0 lancamento do programa 1.Care, que ¢ um dos
contributos mais notdveis do Professor Doutor Sung e que representa o espirito do humanismo ¢ o
valor da educagdo. Este programa apoia o desenvolvimento pessoal dos estudantes através de diversas
actividades civicas e sociais. Por outro lado, o Professor Doutor Sung levou virios grupos de estudantes
voluntdrios de medicina _para dreas _poﬁres e zonas qfecmc[as _por catdstrofes naturais, onde levaram
cuidados médicos as pessoas necessitadas. Um docente dedicado, o Professor Doutor Sung orientou
e apoiou muitos estudantes na sua vida, egpafﬁam{o assim gentifeza, generosidaz{e e respeito entre
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as pessoas. A sua fi[osgfia de ensino, como ele descreveu ao receber o Exem]r[ary Teacﬁing Award,
atribuido pela CUHK em 2003, ¢ a de que “ensinamos pelas nossas acgoes, nio pelas nossas palavras”.

Enquanto lider académico com visdo estratégica, o Prgﬁessor Doutor Sung é um firme zﬂ:ﬁnsor da
educagdo holistica. Para ele, a  primeira e a mais importante missdo da universidade é a de desenvolver
nos jovens o espirito humanistico, a criatividade, o  pensamento critico e a cidadania g[oﬁuf. A educagio
ndo consiste apenas em transmissio de conhecimento, mas também serve - para moldar ¢ inffuenciur a
vida dos alunos.

Com trés décadas da carreira docente universitdria, o Professor Doutor Sung é um educador com
excelentes qualidades, que ¢ amado pelos seus estudantes e colegas, granjeador de prestigio internacional
_pelas suas realizagoes na investigagdo ¢ no ensino médicos, assim como _pelos contributos que deu a
comunidade.

Em reconhecimento das suas realizagoes, tenho a honra de convidar Vossa Exceléncia, o representante

do Chanceler da Universidade de Macau, Doutor Tam, para conferir 0 grau de doutor honoris causa
em Ciéncias da Educagdo ao Professor Doutor Joseph J. Y. Sung.
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People in education, especially people in higher education, are constantly reminded to ponder
on this question: What is education? Indeed, what is the essence, purpose and value of
education? And what is the role of a university professor and leader?

Here we find the answer, a shining example and brilliant role model in Professor Joseph J. Y.
Sung, as a humble and amiable individual, a benevolent and devoted medical doctor, and a
dedicated university professor and leader relentlessly committed to the mission of pursuing and
practicing the highest educational ideals.

Professor Joseph J. Y. Sung, born and educated in Hong Kong and also in Canada, has long been
celebrated for his accomplishments in scientific research, teaching and public service. Professor
Sung’s outstanding achievements have earned him numerous honours and distinctions. He also
holds fellowships from renowned medical colleges around the world.

Professor Sung began his professional career as a Medical Officer at the Prince of Wales Hospital,
the teaching hospital of the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) in 1985. Later, his passion
for education led him to embark on an academic career at CUHK. Since then, he has held
numerous distinguished academic positions. Currently, he is Mok Hing Yiu Professor of Medicine
in the Faculty of Medicine at CUHK.

A world-renowned scientist, Professor Sung, together with his research team, has achieved
pioneering research results which have a major impact on and have changed the practice of
gastroenterology worldwide. He led a group of 15 Asia-Pacific countries to launch colorectal
cancer screening research in 2004 and laid down clear guidelines and promoted colorectal
screenings in the region. Thanks to his work in cancer prevention, Professor Sung was honored
by the Prevent Cancer Foundation of the United States with the Laurel Award in 2008. A tireless
prolific researcher, Professor Sung has published over 1000 scientific articles in international
journals, authored more than 15 books, and refereed for more than 15 prestigious journals.

Professor Sung’s contributions to the advancement of higher education and medicine have
been recognized and acclaimed, locally, nationally and internationally. His exemplary
accomplishments are reflected in the numerous awards bestowed on him by prestigious
organizations in different corners of the globe. Among his many accolades, Professor Sung was
hailed as “Asian Hero” by 7ime magazine for his selfless and courageous fight against the severe
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) during its outbreak in 2003. The actions of Professor Sung
and his medical team have shown us the proof of what the human spirit can achieve in dire
circumstances.

Professor Sung served as Vice-Chancellor and President of the Chinese University of Hong Kong
from 2010 to 2017. During his years at the helm, he realized many of his educational aspirations,
such as deepening and expanding residential college education, implementing the 3+3+4
academic structure, promoting the internationalization of CUHK and establishing the CUHK
Shenzhen branch and the CUHK Medical Centre. One of his most noteworthy contributions is the
launching of the I.CARE Programme which best captures the spirit of humanism and the value
of education. Through various civic and social activities, the Programme helps students achieve
whole-person development. Professor Sung often leads groups of medical students to poor or
disaster-stricken areas as volunteers, providing medical service and helping people in need. A
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true teacher at heart, Professor Sung has shepherded many students and helped them embrace
new lives, thus spreading kindness, compassion and respect to more and more individuals. His
philosophy of teaching, as he once described when he won the Exemplary Teaching Award at
CUHK in 2003, is “We teach by our acts, not by our words.”

As a visionary academic leader, Professor Sung is a firm advocate in holistic education. To him,
the first and foremost mission of the university is to educate the young - to nurture them into
individuals with humanness, creativity, critical thinking and global citizenship. Education is not
just the transmission of knowledge, but serves to mould and shape young lives.

Having been a university professor for almost three decades, Professor Joseph J.Y. Sung has
become an outstanding figure well loved by his students and colleagues, and his achievements
in medical practice, research, teaching and community service have gained him international
status and prestige.

In recognition of his accomplishments and contributions, may | therefore call upon Dr Tam, the
representative of Chancellor on this Day of Investiture to confer upon Professor Joseph J. Y.
Sung the Doctor of Education Aonoris causa?



