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A vida do Professor Doutor Henry T. Yang, um académico conceituado, é assinalada Jaefas notdveis
realizacoes na investigagao e no ensino e por um envolvimento entusiasmado em servicos ]n’tﬁficos.

Sdo intimeras as individualidades ' proeminentes no mundo da ciéncia e engenﬁaria, mas poucas pessoas
tém sucesso semelhante ao de Henry T. Yang, no que se refere a identificacio de talentos. Neste aspecto,
¢é de salientar que, sob a sua lideranga como chanceler da Universidade da Ca@(émia em Santa
Bdrbara (UCSB), seis docentes desta instituicdo ganﬁamm Prémios Nobel, fazemfo com que a UCSB se
tornasse num centro de ensino ¢ investigagdo, de rg(eréncia mundial, no século XXI. Portanto, Henry
T. Yang tem realmente uma capacidade extraordindria para descobrir potenciais laureados Nobel.

Licenciou-se em Engenharia Civil pela Universidade de Taiwan. Obteve o mestrado em Engenharia
Estrutural pela Universidade de West Virginia ¢ o doutoramento na mesma drea pela Universidade de
Cornell. Comecou a sua carreira }mjissionuf na Universidade de Purdue, onde foi Neil A. Armstrong
Distinguisﬁevf Professor de Aerondutica e Astrondutica. Na mesma instituicdo, trabalhou como director
da School of Aeronautics and Astronautics durante cinco anos ¢ director do College of Engineering
durante uma década. Desempenhou ainda o cargo de co-director do NSF Engineering Research Center

for Intelligent Manufacturing Systems da Unversidade, no qual contribuiu para promover a evolugdo
das priticas de manufactura. Em 1994, saiu vencedor de entre 150 candidatos e foi nomeado o
quinto chanceler da UCSB. Enquanto dirigente mdximo da instituigdo, envidou grandes esforcos para
recrutar ]mjessorzs de renome e excelentes alunos, criou vdrios centros de investigagdo intm{isci}a[inares
¢ desenvolveu _programas inovadores de ensino e ajﬂrem{izugem, tendo tmn_sformaofo a UCSB numa
universidade compardvel as da Ivy League ¢ inspirado instituices de ensino superior em todo o mundo
a prossequir a exceléncia educacional.

Além disso, fez contributos sign_ificutivos s para uma am}][u gama de campos cient_ificos eda engenﬁaria,
incluindo as estruturas aeroespaciais, dindmicas estruturais, materiais compdsitos, elementos finitos,
aeroelasticidade transonica, engenharia estrutural contra vento ¢ sismo ¢ sistemas de_fabricagio
inteligentes. Por outro lado, ¢ autor ou co-autor de mais de 180 artigos em periddicos cientificos. O seu
livro, Finite Element Structural Ana[ysis, foi traduzido em japonés e chinés e acﬁyﬂtado como manual
em muitas universidades.

Sendo um }Jrg(essor dedicado e emyenﬁado, Yang orientou 54 dissertacoes de doutoramento e 21 teses
de mestrado. Neste momento, estd a supervisionar trés estudantes de doutoramento com o qpoimfo
concedido pela Fundagio Nacional de Ciéncias dos Estados Unidos da América (EUA). Dedicado a
formagda de talentos, lecciona também, anualmente, uma o{iscija[ina de licenciatura, bem como um
curso on-line. Assim, os alunos tém a oyortunic[ade de beneficiar do ensinamento de um Jm'ofessor
que foi gu[ardoacfo com 13 prémios de mérito do ensino em licenciaturas, inclusive o UCSB Academic
Senate Distinguished Teaching Award de 2007.

As suas realizacoes fenomenais renderam-lhe iniimeras honras e distingdes. Foi seleccionado membro
da Academia Nacional de Engenﬁuria dos EUA e da Academia Sinica, bem como membro estrangeiro
da Academia Chinesa de Engenﬁariu ¢ da Academia Russa de Engenﬁariu. Além disso, foi eleito
fe[fow do Instituto Americano de Aerondutica ¢ Astrondutica, da Sociedade Americana de Educacdo
em Engenﬁaria ¢ da Sociedade Americana de Engenﬁeims Mecanicos. Mais, foram-lhe atribuidos o
Centennial Medallion ¢ o Benjamin Garver Lamme Award pela Sociedade Americana de Educagio em
Engenﬁaria; o Structures, Structural Dynamics, and Materials Award }78[0 Instituto Americano de
Aerondutica e Astrondutica; o Arthur M Bueche Award Jaefu Academia Nacional de Engenﬁuria dos



EUA, assim como oito doutoramentos honoris causa, incluindo o que ﬁqje é cow‘erirfo ﬁe[u Universidade
de Macau (UM).

Outrossim, o estudioso desempenhou papéis de cariz diverso, em virias organizagoes. Foi presidente da
Associagdo das Universidades Americanas ¢ da Associagdo das Universidades do Circulo Pacifico. Mais,
_foi nomeado membro da President’s Committee on the National Medal of Science dos EUA para dois
mandatos. Também trabalhou nos conselhos consultivos cientificos de virios departamentos ¢ agéncias
do governo dos EUA, tais como o Departamento de Djesa, a For¢a Aérea, a Marinha, a Administragio
Nacional da Aerondutica ¢ Espago ¢ a Fundagio Nacional de Ciéncias. Além de mais, foi curador ¢
membro do conselho consultivo internacional do Presidente da King Abdullah University of Science
and Technology, na Ardbia Saudita, assim como membro do grupo de aconselhamento académico
internacional do Ministério da Educacio de Singapura, dos conselhos consultivos internacionais do
Instituto Superior de Ciéncia ¢ Tecnologia da Coreia ¢ da Universidade Politécnica de Hong Kong.
Conhecido ﬁe[u sua cu}mcilfade para itfent_ificur e formur talentos, Yang foi nomeado membro da
comissdo de seleccdo do Millennium Technology Prize of Finland e da comissdo de seleccio para os
Prémios das Ciéncias ¢ Tecnologia da Fundagio Ho Leung Ho Lee, cargo este que ocupa desde 1996.

Actualmente, }Jresirfe ao Conselho de Administracdo do Observatério do Te[escéjrio de Trinta Metros.
Simultaneamente, é membro do conselho da Fundacio Kavli e dos conselhos consultivos académicos
internacionais da Universidade Meridional de Ciéncia e Tecnofogia da China, da Yencﬁing Acm{emy
da Universidade de Pequim ¢ da UM.

Por isso, em reconhecimento das suas realizacdes, tenho a honra de convidar Vossa Exceléncia, o

Presidente do Conselho da Universidade, para cor_tferir 0 grau de doutor honoris causa em Ciéncias ao
Pnfessor Doutor Henry T. Yang.
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Professor Henry T. Yang is celebrated for his long record of accomplishments in research and
teaching, as well as his contributions to public service.

There are many outstanding individuals in the field of science and engineering, but it is difficult
to name one who has discerning eyes as Professor Yang. During his leadership as the chancellor
of University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB), six faculty members have won Nobel Prizes,
making UCSB a world-class comprehensive education and research powerhouse in the 21st
century. Professor Yang is truly the modern “Bole” ({§%%) of Nobel Laureates.

Professor Yang received a BS in civil engineering from Taiwan University, an MS in structural
engineering from West Virginia University, and a PhD in structural engineering from Cornell
University. He started his career at Purdue University where he was the Neil A Armstrong
Distinguished Professor of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and served as the Head of the School
of Aeronautics and Astronautics for five years and as the Dean of Engineering for a decade. He
was also the co-director of the NSF Engineering Research Center for Intelligent Manufacturing
Systems at Purdue, in which he contributed to propelling the evolution of manufacturing
practices. In 1994, Professor Yang outshone 150 candidates and was named the fifth chancellor
of UCSB. Devoting his energies and experiences in recruiting distinguished faculty members and
students, creating interdisciplinary research centers, and establishing innovative teaching and
learning programs, Professor Yang has transformed UCSB into a “Public Ivy” university, inspiring
institutions of higher learning around the world to strive for educational excellence.

Professor Yang has made great contributions to a wide spectrum of scientific and engineering
fields including aerospace structures, structural dynamics, composite materials, finite
elements, transonic aeroelasticity, wind and earthquake structural engineering, and intelligent
manufacturing systems. He has authored or co-authored over 180 articles for scientific journals.
His textbook Finite Element Structural Analysis has been translated into Japanese and Chinese
and has been adopted by many universities.

An engaging and committed teacher, Professor Yang has supervised 54 PhD dissertations and 21
master’s theses, and continues guiding three PhD students supported by his NSF research grants
today. Devoted to nurturing future talent, he is still teaching an undergraduate course every
year, plus an online course. It is indeed a blessing to be his student, which can be proved by the
thirteen outstanding undergraduate teaching awards received by him, including the honorary
distinguished teaching award from UCSB’s Academic Senate in 2007.

Professor Yang’s outstanding achievements have earned him numerous honors and distinctions.
He is a member of the US National Academy of Engineering, and of Academia Sinica, as well
as a foreign member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, and of the Russian Academy
of Engineering. He has been elected a fellow of the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics, of the American Society for Engineering Education, and of the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers. He is the recipient of the Centennial Medallion and the Benjamin Garver
Lamme Award from the American Society of Engineering Education, the Structures, Structural
Dynamics, and Materials Award from the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics,
the Arthur M Bueche Award from the US National Academy of Engineering, and eight honorary
doctorates, including the one from the University of Macau today.



He was formerly the chair of the Association of American Universities and of the Association
of Pacific Rim Universities, and served for two terms as a presidential appointee to the US
President’s Committee on the National Medal of Science. He also sat on the scientific advisory
boards of various US government departments and agencies including the Department of Defense,
Air Force, Navy, NASA, and the National Science Foundation. In addition, he was a trustee and a
member of the President’s international advisory council for King Abdullah University of Science
and Technology in Saudi Arabia, a member of the international academic advisory panel of the
Ministry of Education of Singapore, as well as a member of the international advisory boards
for Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology and for The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University. Known for identifying and nurturing talent, Professor Yang was a member of the
selection committee for the Millennium Technology Prize of Finland, and has been serving on
the selection board for the Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation’s HLHL Prize in science and technology
since 1996.

Professor Yang currently chairs the Board of Governors of the Thirty Meter Telescope Observatory,
and serves on the board of the Kavli Foundation, as well as on the international academic
advisory boards for South University of Science and Technology of China, Yenching Academy of
Peking University, and the University of Macau.

In recognition of his accomplishments and contributions, may | therefore call upon the Chair
of the University Council on this Day of Investiture to confer upon Professor Henry T. Yang the
Doctor of Science honoris causa?
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