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Sendo um educador conhecido, o Pnjessor Doutor Bin_q[in Zﬁong tem-se emﬁenﬁado na formagdo de
quadros e na promogio da reforma do ensino superior ¢ do desenvolvimento cientifico e da investigagio.
Para além de liderar virios _projectos de gmmfe importdncia, a nivel nacional, para_promover o
desenvolvimento educacional, Binglin Zhong ainda se dedica activamente ao form[ecimento da
cooperagao e intercambio inter-regionais na mesma drea.

Nascido em Pequim em 1951, Bing[in Zﬁong, de])ois de concluir os estudos na escola secunddria
daquela cidade, deslocou-se ao campo rural de Yan’an para assumir as tarefas docentes. Através
desta nova e drdua experiéncia, ﬁerceﬁeu, Jae[a _primeira vez, quais sdo as qualidades essenciais de
um _professor: tenacidade, tolerdncia, serenidade ¢ respeito pelos outros. A riqueza espiritual que
adquiriu nesta experiéncia trouxe-lhe beneficios para toda a vida: quer nos tempos em que estudou no
estrangeiro ou trabalhou como }Jrofessor universitdrio, quer aquam{o do exercicio dos cargos de director
do Departamento do Ensino Superior do Ministério da Educagdo da Rgniﬁ[ica P(yzm[ur da China, de
reitor ¢ de presidente da Sociedade Chinesa da Educagdo.

Em 1973, fim{o 0 ]Jeriodo da estada no campo rural, comecou a estudar no Nanjing Institute of
Tecﬁno[ogy, que € agora a University Southeast. Depois de obter a licenciatura, _passou a ser professor
na mesma instituicdo. Mais tarde, doutorou-se ]Je[a University g( Wales, no Reino Unido. Para os
seus ynfessores, Bingfin Zﬁong era um estudante chinés que trabalhava com qfinco e que valorizava
a amizade.

Em 1994, dgpois de concluir os seus estudos, regressou a China e assumiu, [ogo L{eﬁois, 0 cargo de
vice-reitor da University of Southeast. Em 1996, foi nomeado director do Departamento do Ensino
Superior do Ministério da Educacdo, tornando-se assim o divector mais novo, a época. Tendo-se
deslocado a virias localidades no Pais para se inteirar das realidades locais na drea do ensino superior,
cfg(im'u, de forma acfequar[a, estratégias e politicas e levou a cabo, com sucesso, rﬁormas nas respectivas
instituigoes.

Em 2001, ano da celebragio do centendrio da Universidade Normal de Pequim, Binglin Zhong
assumiu as_funcoes de reitor da instituicdo. Tendo como lema “Adquirir saberes para transmiti-los
aos outros; a}ae;feigoar comportamentos para ser exemjofo na comunidade”, essa universidade secular,
inicialmente vocacionada | para a formagdo de ]Jrgfessores, enfrenl‘ava tanto (fes@(ios como o]mrtunidm{es
1o novo século. Pautado pelo principio orientador de “prossequir exceléncia em dreas seleccionadas” ¢
respondendo a esperanga de todos os docentes ¢ discentes, Binglin Zhong liderou a transformagio da
instituigdo, com vista a construgdo de uma universidade de investigagdo, abrangendo um vasto leque
de cﬁ'sci}fﬁ'nas, com cfesmque  para dreas como a da formagda de _prgfessores ¢ das ciéncias de educacao,
ou as disciplinas fundamentais nos dominios das Letras ¢ da Ciéncia. Foi com convicgio ¢ confianca
que Binglin Zhong introduziu estas profundas mudangas.

Além de tudo o que vai descrito, Binglin Zhong ainda se dedica a investigagdo, ao ensino ¢ a orientagio
de jovens estudiosos. No que diz respeito a investigagdo, para além dos trabalhos em ciéncia e tecno[ogia,
]mﬁficudos em revistas académicas nacionais ¢ internacionais de  ponta, ]mﬁficou mais de 100 artigos
relacionados com a gestdo da educacdo em Jaeriépﬁcos como Educational Research, Journal of Higﬁer
Education ¢ China Higher Education.

Decorridos 12 anos desde que assumiu fungﬁes como reitor da Universidade Normal de Pequim, deixou
0 cargo em 2012 e continua a ensinar em virias instituicoes, tais como a Universidade Normal de
Pequim ¢ a Universidade de Tsingﬁua. No mesmo ano, foi eleito }Jresirfente da Sociedade Chinesa da
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Educagdo.

Por outro lado, ¢ vice-reitor honordrio da Cardiff University, no Reino Unido ¢ professor honordrio
da Aalborg University, na Dinamarca. Ao mesmo tempo, vecebeu o grau de doutor honoris causa em
Ciéncias da Educagdo da Education University of Hong Kong ¢ o grau de doutor honoris causa em
Letras da Open University of Hong Kong.

O contacto entre Binglin Zhong ¢ a Universidade de Macau comegou no periodo em que aquele era
reitor da Universidade Normal de Pequim. Naque[a altura, esta Universidade, a pedido do Ministério
da Educacdo, do Gabinete para os Assuntos de Hong Kong ¢ Macau do Conselho de Estado ¢ do
Gabinete de Ligagdo do Governo P(ym[ar Central na Regido Administrativa Esyeciu[ de Macau,
organizou o primeiro curso de formagio de professores da linqua chinesa para as escolas primdrias
¢ secunddrias de Macau. Por esta ocasido, Bing[in Zﬁong, entdo reitor da Universidade Normal de
Pequim, e Chui Sai On, entdo Secretdrio para os Assuntos Sociais e Cultura, proferiram os discursos
de abertura.

Os 40 anos da vida de Binglin Zhong, dedicados a educagio, sdo uma perfeita representagdo da
vida de um _professor, titulo que o proprio académico valoriza mais entre todas as fungoes que tem

cﬂesemjaenﬁacfo.

Por isso, em reconhecimento das suas realizacoes, tenho a honra de convidar Vossa Exceléncia, o
Presidente do Conselho da Universidade, para conferir o grau de doutor honoris causa em Ciéncias da
Educagio ao Professor Doutor Binglin Zhong.



Professor Binglin Zhong, a renowned educationalist, has contributed to the education of China
in many ways: nurturing talent, instituting higher education reform, promoting research, and
spearheading a raft of significant education programmes. He is also working hard to foster
collaboration and exchange in the field.

Born in Beijing in 1951, the young Zhong, like many of his contemporary intellectuals who were
relocated to rural areas to experience a new way of life, was sent to the rustic Yan’an. It was
there that he cut his teaching teeth. In those difficult years, he learnt for the very first time
what it took to be a teacher: the fortitude, the accommodativeness, the placidity, the heart. All
these inner strengths that he formed in his tender age would sustain him through the later years
when he would be completing his curve of becoming the educationalist as we know him: from
studying aboard through teaching at university and to serving various key educational positions.

In 1973, his Yan’an years came to an end and he was back to school. He studied at Nanjing
Institute of Technology - now Southeast University - where he stayed on to teach after
graduation. In 1994, he obtained a PhD degree from the University of Wales. His industriousness
and his amicableness all impressed his tutors and won him friendship there. He came back and
became vice president of Southeast University that year. In 1996, he became the youngest
person to have ever been appointed director-general of the Department of Higher Education at
the Ministry of Education. In his tenure, he formulated higher education policy and criss-crossed
the country to carry out the well-researched reforms.

Nothing came more timely than in 2001 when Professor Zhong became president of Beijing Normal
University on the cusp of a new era and would usher in the next twelve years the century-old
teachers university into a new millennium of challenges and possibilities. At the time when the
university community was expecting its leader would bring change to the institution, there he
came with a blueprint. His educational ideal was rightly to strategically focus on some areas for
the pursuit of excellence. Driven by his firm conviction and the can do spirit, he transformed it
into a comprehensive research university with niches in teacher education, educational science
and arts and science foundation courses. All this was done with one purpose: to live up to the
school motto of ‘learning to be a good teacher; serving oneself as a role model for others’.

In spite of a hectic administrative schedule, Professor Zhong still stays committed as ever to
research and teaching. He has also published his works extensively in world journals, featuring
more than 100 papers in such academic journals as Educational Research, Journal of Higher
Education and China Higher Education. Professor Zhong stepped down as university head in
2012. So starting from 2001 and ending in 2012, he finished what is a perfect ‘twelve’ in the
sense of a ‘12-year’ cycle according to Chinese Almanac. But it was stepping down; it was not
stopping. It only meant that he would continue to contribute to education in another way: this
time, he taught at Beijing Normal University and Tsinghua University. In the same year, he was
elected as president of the Chinese Society of Education, the position he has held since then.

Besides, Professor Zhong is currently serving as honorary vice president at Cardiff University,
and honorary professor at Aalborg University in Denmark. He also received the honorary degree
of Doctor of Education from the Education University of Hong Kong, and the honorary degree of
Doctor of Letters from the Open University of Hong Kong.
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Professor Zhong’s connection with Macao can be traced back to the time when he was president
of Beijing Normal University. At the time, the university was commissioned to run the first
training course for the teachers of Chinese in Macao primary and secondary schools. Professor
Zhong was one of the keynote speakers for the occasion.

Now, with a trajectory of educational and life experiences that span almost half a century,
Professor Zhong has received slews of the tokens of appreciation and titles that bespeak his
importance as a distinguished educationist. But for all those honorifics, perhaps for himself,
not unparadoxically, there is nothing more apt than this that he wants himself to be defined as:
going by the plain title of being a ‘teacher’, and the teacher the way he is. That, and that alone,
is sublimation, the rest but a passing footnote thereto.

In recognition of his accomplishments and contributions, may | therefore call upon the Chair
of the University Council on this Day of Investiture to confer upon Professor Binglin Zhong the
Doctor of Education Aonoris causa?





