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When Professor Lee decided to pursue hydro power studies, he did it for a purpose: ‘could I do 
something to solve the fl ooding that has plagued China throughout its history?’ He would ask. 
That thought would many years later see him become a world-renowned hydraulic expert. After 
he had completed his PhD in Canada, he stayed there for a long and upward career which led him 
to become an outstanding scientist in geological engineering, nuclear waste disposal and hydro 
power. In the early 1980s, while Lee was still in Canada, he volunteered as a senior consultant to 
the Ministry of Water Resources and Electric Power of China. Thus trudging the hostile terrains 
in China, he began his long years of serving his country in many of its hydro projects and the 
construction of nuclear power plants, dams and infrastructure facilities, including the famous 
Three Gorges Project and Ertan Dam. He contributed signifi cantly to the hydropower works 
and the prevention and mitigation of natural disasters in China. Because of his outstanding 
scholarship and expertise, he was elected a fellow of the Canadian Academy of Engineering in 
2001 and an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering in 2003. 

Lee is also a dedicated educator. He has taught at the University of Hong Kong for over twenty 
years, during which he strove for its research excellence and forged closer cooperation with 
the mainland academia. At the same time, he stressed the importance of liberal arts education 
and lifelong learning. However, his educational commitments have not been bound only to HKU, 
or just to Hong Kong itself, but at different points of his life extended beyond the territory. 
In fact, his dedication to the community service dated back to his days in Canada when he 
helped with the elderly services and took up voluntary teaching there. Many years afterwards in 
2003, he served as the president of the Fu Hui Charity Foundation. Dedicated to the promotion 
of education in the impoverished regions of Western China, the Foundation made donations 
to build some 360 schools and hospitals there. It also provides fi nancial aids to about 2000 
needy university students every year. In addition, he appreciates that there is a more important 
dimension to education which is very much about the nurturing of one’s heart and soul. With 
that conviction, he wrote books on Buddhism wisdom in the hope that a beam of inner light 
can shine within us when coping with diffi culties of our life and that society can get to be more 
caring. 

A description of Lee’s signifi cant contribution to the goodness of our society is incomplete 
without mentioning his passion for the promotion of Chinese culture. Currently he is the 
chairman of the Board of the Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of Chinese Culture, the chairman 
of the Management Board of the Jao Tsung-I Academy, the director of the Jao Tsung-I Petite 
Ecole of HKU, a member of the Board of the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority and a 
member of the Commission on Strategic Development, etc. Previously, he was the chairman of 
the Council of the Lord Wilson Heritage Trust, the chairman of the Harbour-front Enhancement 
Committee, the chairman of the Veterinary Surgeons Board, the chairman of the Committee 
on Implementation of Moral and National Education and a member of the Hong Kong Culture 
and Heritage Commission. The Golden Bauhinia Star he was awarded with by the Hong Kong 
government in 2013 is another testimony to his dedication and contribution to Hong Kong.

Lee has close relationships with the University of Macau. He has given inspiring talks at UM, 
ranging widely from water resources in China, the historical exchanges between China and the 
West, to personal growth and life philosophy. 



All in all, his meritorious accomplishments in hydropower works and his contribution to the 
promotion of education and culture for the Hong Kong community and his country make him a 
role model for us all  

For these reasons, Ms Chan your Honour may I present to you Professor Lee Chack Fan for the 
conferment of Doctor of Science ?


