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‘Up goes storey one, up goes two, up goes three….’ You’d be thinking that – and rightly so – we 
are talking about how Siu Yin Wai engineers his building projects. However, it’s much more than 
that. Mr Siu is actually engineering his own life. 

Having completed his primary and secondary education in Macao and tertiary education in 
Canada, Mr Siu started his engineering fi rm in Hong Kong in 1980 and since then it has reached 
out to Macao and mainland China with more than 200 employees. During this period, he 
advanced his career through his strenuous efforts, trials and innovation. And it paid off: he is 
now a renowned fi gure in engineering. 

Many of the eye-catching buildings you see around are his masterpieces, whose craftsmanship 
earns him international fame. His publications on civil engineering have also made an impact 
on the academic world. He has made professional contributions to improving community 
infrastructures and urban planning by serving various housing and urban government departments 
such as the Planning Department, the Hong Kong Housing Authority, and the Urban Renewal 
Authority, etc.

Siu is among Macao’s earliest emigrants whose accomplishments are their hometown’s pride.

Siu extended his business to Macao in 2005, and has since carried out a variety of engineering 
projects including One Central, One Oasis, Mandarin Oriental, MGM, etc. These projects speak 
eloquently his eminence in the fi eld of engineering. 

His story is not one of ‘returning to one’s hometown from a triumphant expedition’. In fact, 
deep in heart, he has never for a moment detached himself from Macao in any sense of the 
word. Thus, in spite of his hectic schedule in Hong Kong, he would still come back weekly to 
visit his parents.   

His story is actually one of gratitude and giving. He sets his heart and mind to raising Macao’s 
engineering standards with the use of his professional knowledge and the introduction of new 
technologies. His MGM Grand Macau project earned him the Structural Excellence Award from 
the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers and the British Institution of Structural Engineers. His 
strive for professional perfection, his courage to take challenge, and his innovative spirit are all 
the aspiring qualities for us to learn. 

To him, whether he will get another project is not of his major concern. What he concerns himself 
most is how to provide the best opportunities to give the best training to the next generation of 
local engineers, which in turn has much to do with whether Macau can morph into a tourist-and-
leisure center in the future.   Therefore, he encouraged the up-and-coming engineers to get 
more fi eld experience of the A-class engineering projects by availing themselves of the current 
construction boom in Macao. His advice to any job-hunters is, ‘Be resolved to do your job well 
or you will never get it’. 

Imparting his experience and knowledge to the next generation of engineers is of such an import 
to Mr Siu that he would make time out of his hectic schedule to visit UM to talk to the students, 
and in turn have them visit his construction sites to introduce them to the engineering processes 
and new technologies. Many of the employees of his fi rm are local, including UM graduates. He 



is also a philanthropist who pays particular attention to education. He is a donor to the UMDF, 
and one of the honorary advisers to UM’s New Campus Project team.

So one should engineer one’s own life. One should not just confi ne oneself to the professional or 
academic accomplishments but should also engineer one’s life towards the goodness of society. 
All this requires one’s effort and perseverance. And Mr Siu is exemplary of that. 

In view of his accomplishment and contribution, Ms Chan your Honour may I present to you Siu 
Yin Wai for the conferment of Doctor of Science ?


