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Sua Exceléncia o Cﬁgfe do Executivo da RAEM ¢ Chanceler da Universidade de Macau, Doutor Chui
Sai On,

Exmo. Senhor Presidente do Conselho da Universidade, Doutor Tse Chi Wai,

Exmo. Senhor Presidente da Comissdo de Graus e Titulos Honory:icos do Conselho da Universidade,
Dr. Lei Pui Lam,

Caros Membros da Assembleia e do Conselho da Universidade,
Magnifico Reitor Professor Doutor Wei Zhao,
Distintos Convidados, Estimados Professores, Caros Pais, Colegas,

Senhoras e Senhores:

Foi uma honra aceitar, quando me foi solicitado pelo Reitor, para preparar o elogio ao Professor
Francisco J. Aya[a. Além disso, foi um gmmfe prazer escrever o texto para ﬁomenagear a carreira de
um ﬁensador e cientista notdavel a nivel internacional, nesta Cerimonia de Doutoramento “Honoris
Causa”, realizada nesta data importante, no jubileu da Pérola da Universidade de Macau.

o) Prgf Francisco J. Aya[a ¢é um individuo excgpciona[ na vanguarcfa da Ciéncia, dedicando a sua
vida ao trabalho e contribuindo significativamente para a humanidade, alargando as fronteiras do
conhecimento humano. Estou a citar particularmente este aspecto por ser de grande importdncia para
com_preem{er as notdveis faganﬁas na sua [on_qa ¢ pioneira carreira, que a sequir irei descrever um
_pouco.

Francisco ]. Ayala nasceu em 1934. E Professor Universitdrio ¢ Professor Donald Bren de Ciéncias
Bio[é_qicas na Universidade de Califérnia, Irvine. Foi membro da US President’s Committee gf
Advisors on Science and Technology, de 1994 a 2001. Foi Presidente da American Association for
the Advancement of Science (AAAS, 1993-1996) ¢ Presidente do seu Conselho. E membro da US
National Acmfemy (_)f Sciences, da American Acm[emy gc Arts and Sciences, ¢ da American
Philosophical Society, ¢ membro da Linnean Society of London, entre outros. E, também,
membro estrangeiro da Roya[ Acac{emy gf Sciences gf Spain, da Russian Acac{emy gf Sciences. Recebeu
diversos titulos académicos honordrios de Universidades de 8 paises. Além disso, entre os diversos
_prémios a nivel internacional ¢ nacional, o Professor Ayala foi galardoado pelo Presidente George
W. Bush, em 2001, com a Medalha Nacional de Ciéncias, na Casa Branca, em 5 de Maio de
2010, do HRH Principe, Duque de Edimburgo, recebeu o prestigiado Prémio Templeton 2010, pela
contribuigdo excepcional na confirmagio da dimensdo espiritual da vida, numa ceriménia no Paldcio
de Buckingﬁam, em Londpres.

Estas realizagoes notdveis na carreira do Professor Francisco J. Ayala foram em grande medida o
reconhecimento mundial do extensivo reqisto de ﬁuﬁﬁcagées com mais de 1.000 artigos }mﬁficmfos, ¢
autoria ou edigdo de 40 livros, que incluem:




Serei um Primata? As Seis Grandes Questdes Sobre a Evolugdo (2010),
Debates Contempordneos na Filosofia da Biologia (2010),

Ciéncia, Evolugdo e Criacionismo (2008),

O Dote de Darwin para a Ciéncia ¢ Religido (2007),

Darwin ¢ Designio Inteligente (2006).

Na minha investigagdo pessoal sobre as origens do Universo ¢ da Vida na Terra, ¢ sendo catdlico,
_fiquei efpantado, para ser exacto, no ano da minha formatura, em 1980, com um livro fantdstico,
escrito pelo conhecido paleontdlogo de Harvard Stephen Jay Gould, com o titulo: O Polegar do Panda.
30 anos depois ¢, de ter lido diversos livros relacionados desta drea, foi impressionante testemunhar
a feroz controvérsia “criacionismo versus evolugdo”, que ¢ uma L{igputa cultural, _poﬁ’tica ¢ teo[égica
recorrente sobre as origens da Terra, da humanidade, da vida e do universo, ds vezes retratada como
sendo entre Ciéncia e Re[igido. No centro desta controvérsia humana, o Prgfessor Francisco J. Aya[a,
tem feito forte oposigio ao entrelacamento da ciéncia e da re[igido, mas ao mesmo tempo, qpe[ancfo
ao respeito miituo. Foi esyecia[mente esclarecedora a ]ra[estm :yﬂresentat{a, ontem, a uma audiéncia
interessada, de estudantes do ensino do bdsico ao superior de Macau, com o titulo: Ciéncia e Re[igido:
Conflito ou Concertagio?

Este elogio ao Professor Francisco ]. Ayala ndo estaria completo sem referir que ele foi testemunha e

perito num caso crucial no tri[iuna[fec[em[ dos EUA, que alterou uma lei do Arkansas que oﬁrigava
0 ensino do criacionismo em conjunto com a evolugdo. Mesmo quando alertou da intrusdo da religido
na ciéncia, o Professor Ayala, anteriormente padre dominicano, também defende a fé como sendo uma
jane[a importante ¢ iinica_para a compreensdo de oﬁjectivos, valores e o sentido da vida, e ajucfou a
estabelecer o campo da Filosofia da Biologia.

Tendo comja[emcfo os 30 anos de existéncia, este é um momento importante, para a Universidade de
Macau, no desenvolvimento da drea de Biofo_qia, _precisamente, no ano lectivo que marca o inicio do
curso de licenciatura de Ciéncias Biologicas. Pelo que, a presenca deste estudioso notdvel e reconhecido
internacionalmente, certamente contribuird para a conscientizacao da imjﬂortdncia desta drea na
comunidade local ¢ entre os potenciais alunos.

Tendo em conta o anteriormente rﬁerido, o Chanceler da Universidade de Macau, aprovou a proposta
a];resenmrfa _pe[a Comissdo de Graus e Titulos Honorjficos a atribuir o grau de Doutor honoris causa
em Ciéncias a uma _pessoa tio notdvel como o Prg(essor Francisco |. Aya[a.

Honordvel Prgfessor Francisco J. Aya[a, bem-vindo a nossa Universidade, na verdade, a  partir de hcy'e,
também a sua Universidade.

Oﬁrigarfo!
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Honorable Dr. Fernando Chui Sai On, Chief Executive of the Macao SAR and Chancellor of the
University of Macau,

Honorable Dr. Daniel Tse Chi Wai, Chair of the University Council,

Honorable Mr. Lei Pui Lam, Chair of the Honorary Degrees and Titles Committee of the
University Council,

Honorable Members of the University Assembly and the University Council,
Honorable Prof. Wei Zhao, Rector,
Dear guests, teachers, parents and fellow graduates,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It was an honor for me to accept, when solicited by the Rector, to prepare the eulogy of Prof.
Francisco J. Ayala. Additionally, it gave me a great pleasure to write this text to honor the
career of such a distinguished world-level scientist and thinker, in this *““Honoris Causa”
Doctorate Ceremony, held in the significant University of Macau’s Pearl Jubilee year.

Prof. Francisco J. Ayala is one of those rare individuals at the forefront of Science, dedicating
his life to work and contributing greatly to humankind, by extending the frontiers of human
knowledge. | am particularly mentioning this aspect because such is of paramount importance
to understand the great achievements of his long and pioneering career, which | will unfold only
a little bit next.

Prof. Francisco J. Ayala was born in 1934. He is University Professor and Donald Bren Professor
of Biological Sciences at the University of California, Irvine. From 1994 to 2001, Prof. Ayala
was a member of the US President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology, and he
was President and Chairman of the Board of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS, 1993-1996). Among many others, he is a member of the US National Academy of
Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, and
a Fellow of the Linnean Society of London. He is also a Foreign Member of the Royal Academy
of Sciences of Spain and the Russian Academy of Sciences. He has received numerous honorary
degrees from Universities in eight different countries. Besides, among many world-level awards
and national distinctions Prof. Ayala was awarded by President George W. Bush in 2001 the
National Medal of Science, at the White House, and on May 5, 2010, from HRH Prince Philip, Duke
of Edinburgh, he received the prestigious 2010 Templeton Prize, for exceptional contribution to
affirming life’s spiritual dimension, at a private ceremony in Buckingham Palace, London.

These outstanding achievements in the career of Prof. Francisco J. Ayala were in a great extent
the world recognition for his intensive publication record with more than 1,000 articles, and the




authorship or editorship of 40 books, which include:

Am | A Monkey? Six Big Questions about Evolution (2010)
Contemporary Debates in Philosophy of Biology (2009)
Science, Evolution and Creationism (2008)

Darwin’s Gift to Science and Religion (2007)

Darwin and Intelligent Design (2006)

In my personal exploration about the Origins of Universe and Life on Earth, and being a
catholic, | was surprised, exactly on my graduation year, in 1980, by a fantastic book by the
well-known Harvard paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould, entitled The Panda’s Thumb.
After 30 years of reading many related books in the field it was amazing to witness the fierce
creationism versus evolution controversy that is a recurring cultural, political, and theological
dispute about the origins of the Earth, humanity, life, and the universe, sometimes portrayed
as being between Science and Religion. In this central human controversy Prof. Francisco J.
Ayala, has sharply and vigorously opposed the entanglement of science and religion while also
calling for mutual respect between the two, and it was particularly enlightening the
distinguished lecture presented yesterday to an interested audience of Macao basic and higher
education students, under the significant title: Science and Religion: Conflict or Concert ?

This eulogy of Prof. Francisco J. Ayala would not be complete without referring that he
has served as an expert witness in a pivotal U. S. federal court challenge that led to the
overturning of an Arkansas law mandating the teaching of creationism alongside evolution.
Even as he has warned against religion’s intrusion into science, Prof. Ayala, a former Dominican
priest, also champions faith as a unique and important window to understanding matters of
purpose, values and the meaning of life, and he has helped to establish the field of Philosophy
of Biology.

For the University of Macau, completing its first 30 years of existence, this is a significant
moment in the development of the area of Biology, precisely, in the academic year where the
teaching of Biological Sciences at undergraduate-level starts. Then, the presence among us
of such a distinguished and world-renowned scholar will certainly help to raise the awareness
about the importance of this area among the local population and potential students.

Based on all of the above, the Chancellor of the University of Macau, approved the proposal
submitted by our Honorary Degree Committee to attribute the Doctor of Science honoris causa
to such a Distinguished Person like Prof. Francisco J. Ayala.

Honorable Prof. Francisco J. Ayala, welcome to our University, actually, as from today, also
yours.

Thank you very much!
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