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Sua Exceléncia o Cﬁgfe do Executivo da RAEM e Chanceler da Universidade de Macau, Doutor Chui
Sai On,

Exmo. Senhor Presidente do Conselho da Universidade, Doutor Tse Chi Wai,

Exmo. Senhor Presidente da Comissdo de Graus e Titulos Honorgcicos do Conselho da Universidade,
Dr. Lei Pui Lam,

Caros Membros da Assembleia e do Conselho da Universidade,
Magnifico Reitor Professor Doutor Wei Zhao,
Distintos Convidados, Estimados Prgfessores, Caros Pais, Co[egas,

Senhoras e Senhores:

O Professor Woo, ¢ presidente-fundador da Universidade de Hong Kong de Ciéncia ¢ Tecnologia
(HKUST), ¢ um Fisico de renome mundial ¢ um educador. A sua constante dedicagio, ao longo de
décadas, a promogdo da Ciéncia e Tecnologia, e a Educagio para a geragdo mais jovem ¢ a realizagdo
completa de um epiteto antigo que diz: Nada serve melhor as pessoas do que a Educagdo.

(0] Prgfessor Woo cresceu em Hong Kong. A}aés formatum do ensino secunddrio, foi _para os Estados
Unidos, onde adquiriu o xfjpfoma de Licenciatura em Fisica ¢ Matemdtica na Universidade de
Georgetown, ¢ o Mestrado ¢ Doutoramento em Fisica na Universidade de Washington. Foi professor
de Fisica ¢ presidente do Departamento de Fisica ¢ Astronomia da Universidade Northwestern.
Posteriormente, foi nomeado director da Faculdade de Revelle e Prgfessor de Fisica na Universidade da
Califérnia em San Diego. As excelentes realizagoes académicas do Professor Woo sdo provadas através
dos 120 artigos ¢ livros que Jauﬁficou em diversos campos da Fisica, incluindo a teoria qudntica de
muitos corpos, estatistica mecdnica, cristais liquidos, a fisica de baixa temperatura, ¢ fisim de

sqpaficie.

Ndo foi de maneira nenhuma, um feito ordindrio  para o Prgfessor Woo ser o primeiro chinés a o{irigir
uma universidade americana de prestigio, quando se tornou Presidente da San Francisco State
University ainda jovem, aos 45 anos de idade. Devido a falta de especialistas em Ciéncia e Tecnologia
em Hong Kong, na década de 80, 0 Governo de Hong Kong decidiu criar uma universidade para a
especializagdo em Ciéncia ¢ Tecnologia, ¢ o Professor Woo foi convidado para ajudar na tarefa. Com
vista a realizagdo da sua extraordindria visdo de utilizar a Educagio e Investigagdo em Ciéncia e
Tecnofo_qia como um meio para melhorar o desenvolvimento da sociedade, ele estava resoluto - que ndo
_foi nada sem sacrificio - a demitir-se da sua _presidéncia da San Francisco State University ¢ voltou
para Hong Kong apds mais de 30 anos de auséncia do Territorio. A partir dai, tomou a }Jesacfa
responsabilidade de estabelecer uma nova universidade.

No processo de estabelecimento da HKUST, o Professor Woo teve que lidar com vidrias tarefas
intimidantes incluindo a_formulagio do plano de desenvolvimento da universidade ¢ os codigos de
administragdo ¢ a elaboragio de um sistema de pessoal. Além disso, tinha que estar envolvido no




recrutamento do Jaessoa[ docente ¢ de investigagdo, ¢ no_projecto de curriculos. Sem mencionar que,
também teve que lidar com todas as outras controvérsias, gmm{es ou_pequends, no decurso do
desenvolvimento da Universidade.

O Professor Woo subscreveu_firmemente a idéia de contratar pessoal académico de topo, porque,
sequndo ele, apenas um corpo docente de primeira classe poderd atrair ¢ criar mais talentos de primeira
classe. Este  principio de contratacio de docentes de topo, resultou no  pico de exceléncia da HKUST. Em

ouco mais de uma década, a HKUST tornou-se numa universidade reconhecida mundialmente sob
a lideranca do Professor Woo. A “experiéncia da HKUST” tornou-se num novo modelo para as outras
universidades a nivel mundial.

O Professor Woo aposentou-se da presidéncia da HKUST em 2001, mas continua a envidar os
esforgos para a_promogdo da Investigagdo ¢ Educagdo no sul da China. Mantém relagoes proximas
com a UM, (_)ferecemfo conselhos ¢ a sua experiéncia }mfissionaf como membro da _primeira Comissdo
Consultiva Internacional. Participando activamente em funcoes piblicas, o Professor Woo foi
membro da Conferéncia Consultiva Politica do Povo Chinés ¢ membro do Grupo de Trabalho
Preliminar ¢ _posteriormente, da Comissdo Preparatdria da RAE de Hong Kong, bem como
membro da Comissdo Eleitoral do Chefe do Executivo da RAE de Hong Kong. Os seus cargos
Joﬁﬁfiws incluem, também, a fi[iagdo em vdrias comissoes do governo de Hong Kong, incluindo a
Comissdo de Desenvolvimento Estratégico e do Conselho de Assessores em Tecnologia e Inovagdo.

Além dos cargos Jn’tﬁficos em Hong Kong, O Prgfessor Woo continua a exercer diversos cargos

1iblicos em Shenzhen: consultor sénior ‘paraa Prgfeitum Muniq'pa[ de Shenzhen, membro da Comissdo
Consultiva de Politica de Shenzhen, membro da Comissio de Especia[istas em Ciéncia e Tecno[ogia de
Shenzhen, conselheiro-chefe  para o Projecto de Desenvolvimento do Ensino Superior “Passo-Gigante”,
Director do Instituto de Desenvolvimento de Sﬁenzﬁen-Hang Kong, e assessor da Comissdao Consultiva
de Politica de Shenzhen-Nanshan.

(0) Prg(essor Woo sempre foi }mtriético. Durante os anos 60, quancfo ensinava na América, era muito
activo na promogio da cultura chinesa em St. Louis com a ajuda da sua esposa ¢ do casal do Dr. S.B.
Woo. Compilaram materiais de aprendizagem de chinés ¢ organizaram aulas de chinés para jovens
americanos de origem chinesa. E ndo so, também preparou leituras ﬁqpu[ares em Ciéncias em chinés.
Antes da China e os EUA restabelecerem as relacoes di}?fomdﬂcas, 0 Pnjessor Woo havia realizado
0 intercimbio académico sino-americano. Visitou vdrios lugares da China para ministrar palestras
académicas, incluindo Beijing, Xangai, Urumchi e Guangzﬁou.

Devido ds contribuicoes signjficativas do Prgfessor Woo na Educacdo e a comunidade, recebeu intimeros

_prémios que incluem o Eleanor Roosevelt Humanitarian Award da Associagdo das Nagoes Unidas,
Golden Key da Cidade de San Francisco, “Chia-Wei Woo Day” do Mayor de San Francisco, CBE
(Commander (j the Most Excellent Order gf the British Empire) da Rainha do Reino Unido, Gold
Bauhinia Star do Governo de Hong Kong e Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur do Presidente de
Franga.

Em virtude das notdveis contribuicoes do Professor Woo para a Ciéncia ¢ Tecnologia e as suas grandes
realizagoes no campo da Educacdo, bem como a sua integricfacfe }fessoa[, temos, portanto, a honra de
coryferir 0 Grau Honoris Causa de Doutoramento em Ciéncias Sociais ao Prgfessor Woo.
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Honorable Dr. Fernando Chui Sai On, Chief Executive of the Macao SAR and Chancellor of the
University of Macau,

Honorable Dr. Daniel Tse Chi Wai, Chair of the University Council,

Honorable Mr. Lei Pui Lam, Chair of the Honorary Degrees and Titles Committee of the Univer-
sity Council,

Honorable Members of the University Assembly and the University Council,
Honorable Prof. Wei Zhao, Rector,
Dear guests, teachers, parents and fellow graduates,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Professor Woo, the founding president of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
(HKUST), is a world renowned physicist and educator. His decades of unbending dedication to
the promotion of Science and Technology, and the education for younger generation is a full
realisation of what an age-old epithet says: none serves people better than education.

Professor Woo grew up in Hong Kong. After high school graduation, he went to the United States
where he acquired his BSc degree in Physics and Mathematics at Georgetown College, and
his MSc and PhD degrees in Physics at Washington University. He was Professor of Physics and
Chairman of the Department of Physics and Astronomy at the Northwestern University. Then he
was appointed Dean of Revelle College and Professor of Physics at the University of California
at San Diego. Professor Woo’s outstanding academic achievements are testified by the 120
papers and books he published in various fields of physics, including quantum many-body theory,
statistical mechanics, liquid crystals, low temperature physics, and surface physics.

It was by no means an ordinary feat for Professor Woo to be the first Chinese ever to lead a
prestigious American university when he became the President of San Francisco State University
at the young age of 45. In the 1980s, in view of lack of the Science and Technology talents in
Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Government decided to establish a university specializing in Science
and Technology, and Professor Woo was invited to help with the task. In order to realize
his grand vision of using education and research in Science and Technology as a means to
enhancing societal development, he was resolved - that was nothing short of sacrifice on his
part - to resign from his presidency of San Francisco State University and came back to Hong
Kong after having been away from it for well over 30 years. From then on, he began to take upon
himself the heavy responsibility of establishing a brand new university.

In the process of establishing the HKUST, Professor Woo had to cope with numerous daunting
tasks including formulation of the university development plan and codes of administration,
and devising of a personnel system. Besides, he had to be involved in the recruitment of the
teaching and research staff, and the design of curriculums. This is not to mention that he also




had to cope with all the other controversies, big or small, in the course of developing the
University.

Professor Woo firmly subscribed to the idea of hiring top-notch academic staff, as according
to him, only the first class faculty can lead to talents of the first class. This principle of hiring
top-notch faculty resulted in HKUST gearing towards peak of excellence. In little more than
just a decade, HKUST has become a world-class university under Professor Woo’s leadership.
The “HKUST experience” has now become a new model for the other universities around the
world.

Professor Woo retired from the presidency of HKUST in 2001, but he still spared no effort to
promote research and education in Southern China. He forged a close connection with UM by
offering his professional advice and expertise as a member to the first International Advisory
Committee. As a person actively participating in public functions, Professor Woo served as
a member of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference and a member of the
Preliminary Work Group and then the Preparatory Committee for the Hong Kong SAR, as
well as a member of the Election Committee of the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SAR.
His public service also included membership of various Hong Kong government committees,
including the Commission on Strategic Development and the Council of Advisors on Innovation
and Technology.

Apart from public service of Hong Kong, Professor Woo continues to serve on a number of public
posts in Shenzhen: senior advisor to the Municipal Government of Shenzhen, a member of the
Shenzhen Policy Consultative Committee, a member of the Shenzhen Science and Technology
Expert Committee, chief advisor to the Project on the Great-Leap-Forward Development of
Higher Education, Director of Shenzhen-Hong Kong Development Institute, and advisor to the
Shenzhen Nanshan Policy Consultative Committee.

Professor Woo has always been patriotic. During the 1960s when he taught in America, he was
already very proactive in his promotion of Chinese culture in St. Louis under the help of his wife
and the S.B. Woo’s couples. They compiled Chinese learning materials and organized Chinese
classes for young American Chinese. Not only that, he also prepared popular Chinese readings
in Science. Before China and the U.S. re-established their diplomatic ties, Professor Woo had
already carried out Sino-American academic exchanges. He toured around various places in
China to deliver academic lectures, including Beijing, Shanghai, Urumchi and Guangzhou.

Because of Professor Woo’s significant contributions to education and the community, he has
won numerous awards that include Eleanor Roosevelt Humanitarian Award by the United Nations
Association, Golden Key by the City of San Francisco, “Chia-Wei Woo Day” by the Mayor of San
Francisco, CBE (Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire) by the Queen of
United Kingdom, Gold Bauhinia Star by the Government of Hong Kong and Chevalier de la Légion
d’Honneur by the President of France.

By virtue of Professor Woo’s remarkable contributions to Science and Technology and his great
achievements in the education field, as well as his upright character, may we therefore have the
honor of conferring the Honorary Doctoral Degree in Social Sciences upon Professor Woo.

29



	吳 家 瑋 教 授 讚 辭
	Elogio Académico do
Professor Doutor Chia-Wei Woo
	Citation for Professor Chia-Wei Woo

