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Sua Exceléncia o Cﬁgfe do Executivo da RAEM e Chanceler da Universidade de Macau, Doutor Chui
Sai On,

Sua Exceléncia o Secretdrio para os Assuntos Sociais e Culturais da RAEM, Dr. Cﬁeang U,
Exmo. Senhor Presidente do Conselho da Universidade, Doutor Tse Chi Wai,

Exmo. Senhor Presidente da Comissdo de Graus e Titulos Honorg(icos do Conselho da Universidade,
Dr. Lei Pui Lam,

Magnjfico Reitor Prgfessor Doutor Wei Zhao,
Distintos Convidados,

Estimados Professores,

Caros Colegas,

Senhoras e Senhores:

0] rd])iJo desenvolvimento das Ciéncias da Vida _permitiu-nos descobrir os segm{os da doenga, sendo
assim instrumental na melhoria da nossa saiide. Se as Ciéncias da Vida constituem a forca motriz das
ciéncias médicas no século XXI, o Pnjessor Wang Xiac[ong bem _pocfe estar na origem de um imyufso
importante dessa forca motriz.

Na sua qua[idade de cientista biomédico, o Professor Wang alcangou uma série de titulos: Fellow da
Academia Nacional de Ciéncias (ANC) dos Estados Unidos, antigo investigador do Instituto Médico
Howard Hughes, Pnjessor Catedrdtico do Departamento de Bioquimica da Universidade do Centro
Médico do Sudoeste do Texas, ¢ actualmente Director of do Instituto Nacional de Ciéncias Bioldgicas
de Pequim (INCBP).

Nascido em 1963 na Cidade Wuhan da Provincia de Hubei, a sua jornaJa académica ndo foi de
forma a[guma suave ou fa’cif Coqfrontado com vivrias vicissitudes no seu caminho, o Pnjessor Wang
consequiu ultrapassar os obstdculos e, armado de uma inabaldvel determinagio e de uma metodologia
cientifica, consequiu desenvolver a sua prdpria drea cientifica de exceléncia. Obteve o seu primeiro
grau pela Beijing Normal University (BNU) em 1984. Os seus impressionantes resultados académicos
valeram-lhe um [ugar num curso de pés-graduagio nos EU. Depois de completar o curso de
doutoramento, continuou os estudos de Jﬂé&doutommento sob a orientagdo dos Prémios Nobel, Doutor
Joseph L. Goldstein ¢ Doutor Michael S. Brown. Wang virou-se finalmente para uma drea de
investigagdo prometedora no campo da cura do cancro: a identificagio bioldgica da apoptose (morte
_programada das células). Uma investigagdo deste tipo pode facilitar a procura de novos caminhos
¢ estratégias para o tratamento de doengas tdo graves como doengas auto-imunitdrias ¢ problemas
de ordem neurologica. Este tipo de investigagdo ird trazer enormes beneficios para a saiide da
humanidade.
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Esta odisseia no caminho cientifico levou-o a alcangar realizagoes académicas notdveis. Os niimeros
falam por si: o Prof. Wang tem 50 artigos ¢ comunicagoes publicados em alquns dos principais
jornais internacionais, tais como o Natureza, o Ciéncia ¢ o Célula, ¢ foi citado mais de 20,000 vezes
(tornando-o um dos autores mais citados na drea nos iiltimos 10 anos). Como se isto ndo bastasse,
registou nos EUA patentes para mais de dez invengoes.

Gragas s suas importantes realizagoes académicas, em 2004, aos 41 anos, o Prof. Wang foi nomeado
Fellow da Academia Nacional de Ciéncias (ANC) , sendo assim um dos mais novos académicos a
receber este titulo entre os restantes 2000 pares de peso na Academia; foi iqualmente o primeiro
académico da China Continental, desde 1949 a ser galardoado com esta honra entre os mais de
duzentos mil académicos que haviam sido enviados pela China para os EU para prossequirem os seus
estudos depois da abertura da China.

Apesar das suas realizagoes, o Professor Wang mantém-se como um académico de perfil’ discreto.
Acredita que a Ciéncia é uma causa solitdria, ¢ que um cientista tem de viver de acordo com a
sua convicgdo ¢ principios. Para além disto, apologista dos principios confucionistas no sentido de
transcender a mera edificacio pessoal, estende o seu esforco a_formagio de talentos ¢ a elevagio dos
niveis da investigagio na China. Durante o seu trabalho nos E.U., voltou a China todos os anos e
_partilhou com os académicos ¢ estudantes locais os desenvolvimentos ¢ as teorias mais recentes na sua
drea.

Sob a sua direcgio desde 2003, as comunicages publicadas nos vdrios jornais internacionais tém sido
as mais numerosas de entre os seus coﬁ:_qas na China, com uma qua[iafa:ﬂz de top a nivel mundial,
Estes éxitos demonstram a sua excelente lideranga ¢ grande contribuicdo para o desenvolvimento das
Ciéncias da Vida e de laboratdrios nesta drea.

Sdo iqualmente importantes as suas contribuicoes para Macau. O Professor Wang ¢ a equipa
académica que lidera tém vindo a apoiar sem reservas o desenvolvimento das nossas ciéncias
biomédicas ¢ a Medicina Chinesa. Oferece orientagio ao Fundo de Desenvolvimento das Ciéncias e
Tecnologia da RAE de Macau na concessio dos subsidios de investigagdo. Dd iqualmente os seus
inestimdveis conselhos quanto ao estabelecimento ¢ as tecnologias da Faculdade de Ciéncias da Vida ¢
da Saiide da nossa Universidade. Acreditamos firmemente que a sua notdvel capacidade académica
¢ a sua convicgdo constituirdo um grande apoio para o nosso progresso no_futuro. Para além disto,
também impulsionou a indiistria da Medicina Chinesa ¢ o estudo das Ciéncias da Vida em Macau.
Munido de um conhecimento }mfum{o na sua prépria drea, com um espirito virado para a
inovagdo ¢ procura da verdade, ¢ com uma vocagdo patridtica, o Prof. Wang serd ele proprio um
exemplo perfeito, quer em termos pessoais, quer em termos académicos, para ser sequido pelos nossos
estudantes.

Tendo em conta as suas notdveis contribuicdes, gostaria de solicitar ao Excelentissimo
Chanceler da UM, Doutor Chui Sai On, que em sua Honra (he confira o Grau de Doutor Honordrio/
Doutor honoris causa.




Honorable Dr. Fernando Chui Sai On, Chief Executive of the Macao SAR and Chancellor of the
University of Macau,

Honorable Mr. Cheong U, Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture of the Macao SAR,
Honorable Dr. Daniel Tse Chi Wai, Chair of the University Council,

Honorable Mr. Lei Pui Lam, Chair of the Honorary Degrees and Titles Committee of the
University Council,

Honorable Prof. Wei Zhao, Rector,
Distinguished Guests, Dear Teachers and Students,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The thriving of Life Science has enabled us to crack the secrets of illnesses and diseases and
is instrumental in the improvement of our health. If Life Science is the driving force of the
medical science in the 21st Century, then the engine of that driving force can well be Professor
Wang Xiadong.

As a distinguished biomedical scientist, Professor Wang holds a string of titles: a fellow of
National Academy of Science (NAS) of the United States, former investigator of Howard Hughes
Medical Institute, Chair Professor of the Department of Biochemistry in The University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center, and currently Director of National Institute of Biological Science
in Beijing (NIBS).

In that distant morning when a boy was walking on a rural trail, who would have predicted that
many years later, that boy would blaze another new trail that would take him to the forefront of
the medical science and would earn him world wide admiration for his pursuit? Born in Wuhan,
Hubei Province in 1963, his academic journey was by no means smooth and easy. Strewn with
difficulties and obstacles along the way, Professor Wang weathered them all to carve his own
niche, armed with nothing but his unbending determination, and a scientific methodology. He was
awarded his first degree by Beijing Normal University in 1984. His impressive academic results
earned him a place for further study in the US. Having completed his doctoral degree, he con-
tinued his post-doctorate study under the supervision of the Nobel Prize laureates Dr. Joseph
L. Goldstein and Dr. Michael S. Brown. Wang finally undertook himself to a research area that
would offer great and practical promises for the cure of cancer - biological identification of
apoptosis (programmed cell death).The research of such kind helps us find new ways and strat-
egies for treatment of such grave illnesses and conditions as cancer, autoimmune disease and
neurological disorders. This is to be a great blessing to the health of human kind.

His epic-like odyssey towards the pinnacle of science landed him in remarkable academic
accomplishments. These figures will tell volumes about them: 50 strong articles and papers
published in some of the top international journals such as Nature, Science, and Cell, and cited

19



for more than 20,000 times (making him one of the most frequently cited author in the field
over the past 10 years). As if it were not enough, he also registered the U.S. patent for more
than ten inventions.

Thanks to his outstanding scientific achievements, Wang was appointed Fellow of the National
Academy of Science (NAS) in 2004 at the age of 41. The appointment ushered him into a
new height: he was one of the youngest academics to hold such a title among the other 2000
strong fellows in the Academy; he was also the first scholar from the Mainland since 1949 to be
awarded such an honor among the more than two hundred thousand academics who were sent
by China to the US for further study after China’s reform and opening up.

As accomplished as he is though, Professor Wang is of low profile and adopts a no-nonsense
attitude towards his work. ‘Science is very much a lonely business and a scientist has to live
with it’ he believes. In addition, driven by his Confucious notion of transcending a mere self
edification, he extends his care to the nurturing of talents and raising of the research standards
in China. During his work in the U.S., he went back to China every year and shared with the
scholars and students there the most updated developments and theories in his field.

Under his directorship since 2003, the papers published by NIBS in the various authoritative
international journals have been top in quality (Impact Factor, IF) among its counterparts in
China, only to rival with those of world class. This shows his excellent leadership in and great
contribution to the development of Life Science laboratories and Life Science as a discipline.

No less are his contributions to Macao. Professor Wang and the academic team under his
leadership have been supporting unreservedly the development of our biomedical science and
Chinese medicine. He guides the Science and Technology Development Fund of the Macao SAR
in its research grants. He also gives his invaluable academic advice on the establishment and
technologies of the Faculty of Life Science and Health of our University. We firmly believe that
his academic forte and conviction will lend great support to its progress in the future. Besides,
it will also boost the industry of traditional Chinese medicine and the study of Life Science in
Macao. Armed with a profound knowledge of his own field, a spirit for innovation and truth
seeking and not least his patriotism, Professor Wang will offer himself a perfect moral as well as
academic example for our students to follow.

In view of his remarkable contributions, shall | call upon Chancellor of the UM, his Honor Dr. Chui
Sai On to confer the honorary doctoral degree/ Doctor Aonoris causa upon Professor Wang.
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