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Your Exceffency, Cﬁigf Executive ngucao SAR and Chancellor qftﬁe University,
Mr. Ho Hau Wabh,

Honorable Chairman of the University Council, Dr. Tse Chi Wai,

Honorable Members (jtﬁe Council and University Assemﬁfy,

Honorable Rector, Prqf Iu Vai Pan,

Honorable Prof. Yum-Tong Siu, Prof. Jodo Ruiz de Almeida Garrett, Prof. Paul
Cﬁing-Wu Chu, Prqf. José de Albuquerque Ejojftinio da Franca, Pr(y(. Han Qide,
Prof. Su-Seng Pang,

Honorable Members of the Senate,

Dear Teachers and Students,

Distinguisﬁeof Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Today, we arejarivifegec[ to have in our midst a distinguisﬁec[ Mathematician
and scholar whose groum{—ﬁreaking work in the Mathematics gfsevem[ comﬁ[ex
variables has had a_prqfoum[im_pact in the academic community.

A native o Guangdong }nfovince, Professor Yum-Tong Siu was educated in Pui
Cﬁing Middle Schoolin Macao and then in Hong Kong_from 1949 to0 1960, a})eriocf
when his love for mathematics was developed and talent nurtured. Professor Siu
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Mathematics from the University of Hong
Kong in 1963, and then went on to earn his Master ofArts in 1964from the
University of Minnesota and a Doctorate from the University of Princeton in
1966. During the years in the States, he worked with many outstancfing and
eminent fiqures like Professor Calabi and Professor Gunning.

After his studies, Professor Siu first started as Assistant Professor in Purdue
and Notre Dame Universities, and soon became Full Prqfessor at Yale and then
Stanford. In 1982, he joined Harvard University, where he is the William
Elwood Byer[y Pr(yfessor ofMatﬁematics since 1992, and served as Chair qf the
Mathematics  Department between 1996 and 1999. Throughout his academic
career, he has dedicated himself to the task of solving otherwise considered
irresolvable mathematical problems and as a mentor nurturing and encouraging
young and emerging mathematicians.

Professor Siu’s successful academic career came with many distinguished roles.
A_part from nine _prestigious universities in France, Germany, and ]a}mn,
Professor Siu held visiting professorships at Columbia University, the University
ofHong Kong, and the Mathematical Sciences Research Institute qf University of
California at Berkeley. As a renowned academic, his contributions speak volumes

to the breadth of his devotion to the field and its development.



In collaborative research with another well-known scholar, Professor Yau
Sﬁing-Tung, Prqfessor Siu succesgfu[fy resolved the Frankel Conjecture ﬁy using
differential-geometric techniques. 1In so doing, he stretched the boundaries of
intellectual exploration and demonstrated the power of creative thinking.

In addition to the above contributions, Professor Siu has taken on duties such
as the Associate Editor of the Annals of Mathematics, Editor of the Journal of
Differential Geometry; and the Chair of the National Committee for Mathematics
of the National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences of China.

Prqfessor Siu’s recorchfscﬁo[ur[y activities and publications has also distinguished
him in the national and international circles. The depth of his contributions is
recognised throughout the world. Apart from being named as an Alfred P.
Sloan Fellow and a Guggenﬁeim Fellow, Prqfessor Siu has held afe[[owsﬁi in
the United States National Academy of Sciences and the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences. He is also the Foreign Member of the Goettingen Academy
@‘Sciences of Germany and the Chinese Academy of Sciences. Pny‘essor Siu has
also received honorary doctorates from University of Bochum of Germany and his
alma mater, the University of Hong Kong.

The great achievements of Professor Siu have been a result of his immense talent and
ardent love of mathematics. He has worked with many academic organisations,
seeking ways to challenge the frontiers of research and expand human knowledge
in the science of mathematics. In recognition of his enormous contributions
and many distinguished achievements, Professor Siu was invited to address the
International Congress quatﬁematicians (ICM) on three occasions (Helsinki,
1978; Warsaw, 1983; Beijing, 2002). With a ﬁistory of100 years, ICM is the
largest congress in the discipline and is held once every four years. The role of
Prqfessor Siu in conducting both invited and plenary lectures at the Congress
reflects his prestige and status among his peers.

Professor Siu has been an indispensable link between the pursuit for excellence
in our university programmes and the bringing of the finest minds in the
world of mathematics to our institution. Last year, Professor Siu received an
honorary professorship from University of Macau. We are extremely grateful to
Professor Siu_for playing a key role in the examination panel for our doctoral
degree programme and he has indeed been the torchbearer for the local academic
commum’ty. Current[y, the University (y[Mucau has a mathematics research
group that works on the interactions between harmonic and comy[ex ana[yses,
a subject that touches on the Clifford analysis as well.  We are also researching




in signal analysis and scientific computing. Our faculty research interests bear
similarities to the research areas (y‘ Professor Siu, and we [ookforwun{ with
gratitude to the quidance and advice of a scholar of this stature with reqard to
the development of our research capabilities.

In recognition o his remarkable contributions, Mr. Chancellor will now bestow
the Degree Doctor of Science, honoris causa, upon Professor Yum-Tong Siu.

Thank you.
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