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A Citation for Professor Yum-Tong Siu

Delivered by Professor Li Yiping,
Dean of the Faculty of Science and Technology

Honourable Dr Tse Chi Wai, Chairman of University Council,
Honourable Professor Iu Vai Pan, Rector,

Honourable Professor Yum-Tong Siu,

Distinguished Guests,

Dear Teachers and Students:

Empowered by Rector Iu Vai Pan, I have the honour to deliver the citation at this
solemn Conferment Ceremony on behalf of the Honorary Degree Committee.
Endowed with exceptional gifts and brilliance, Professor Yum-Tong Siu has made
significant and tremendous contributions in the field of mathematics, which have
earned him a worldwide reputation. It is a great privilege for us to have such an
outstanding scientist as our teacher, colleague and friend.

Professor Yum-Tong Siu was born in 1943 in Guangzhou, and moved to Hong
Kong and Macao with his family when he had just started his primary education.
The school that his parents chose for him laid a solid foundation for his future.
While still studying in Pui Ching Middle School, he already displayed his genius for
mathematics. In 1963, he received his bachelor’s degree with First Class Honours
from the University of Hong Kong. Then he pursued further study under the
supervision of the famous mathematician, Professor Calabi, at the University of
Minnesota, USA, where he obtained his master’s degree in the following year.
Later his outstanding talent won recommendations that ushered him to Princeton
University to continue his studies under Professor Gunning. Thereupon, Professor
Yum-Tong Siu committed himself to research into several complex variables and
a new star was seen rising from here to become a leading figure in this field. In
1966, Professor Yum-Tong Siu obtained his doctoral degree from Princeton
University, which is world renowned for the high level of its academic staff and
students.

After winning his highest academic degree, Professor Yum-Tong Siu served in
universities such as Purdue University, the University of Notre Dame, Yale
University and Stanford University. Since 1992, he has been a William Elwood
Byerly Professor in Harvard University, where he has been teaching since 1982
and once chaired the Mathematics Department. His remarkable achievements
have always been the focus of attention in international academic circles.
Professor Yum-Tong Siu also held Visiting Professorships at Columbia University,
the University of Hong Kong, and the Mathematical Sciences Research Institute,
Berkeley, apart from nine other prestigious universities in France, Germany and
Japan. His academic activities also embraced duties such as being the Associate
Editor of the Annals of Mathematics, the Editor of the Journal of Differential
Geometry and the Chair of the National Committee for Mathematics (National
Research Council - National Academy of Sciences).

Professor Yum-Tong Siu’s research covers a number of fields and he has made
contributions in every field of study. His theory of several complex variables has



been leading the field unrivaled in the world for over one quarter of a century. The
scope of his investigation also comprises differential geometry and algebraic
geometry. Mastering techniques at the interfaces between different fields,
Professor Yum-Tong Siu has solved a series of problems of vital importance and
left behind him a succession of milestones during his academic march. He has
applied analytic methods to deep problems in algebraic geometry and created a
new academic school. In collaboration with Professor Yau Shing-Tung, he solved
Frankel Conjecture by differential-geometric means, which is just one of the
many important conjectures worked out by him.

Throughout his long and brilliant professional career, Professor Yum-Tong Siu has
won innumerable awards and honours. He was named an Alfred P. Sloan Fellow
and a Guggenheim Fellow. He has been awarded honorary doctorates by the
University of Hong Kong and the University of Bochum, Germany. In 1993, he
received the Bergman Prize, an honour established by the American
Mathematical Society to recognise outstanding mathematicians in the areas of
research into several complex variables. He is also a Fellow of the United States
National Academy of Sciences, a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, a Foreign Member of the Goettingen Academy of Sciences (Germany)
and a Foreign Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

The International Congress of Mathematicians (ICM) is the largest congress in
mathematics and, with a history of more than 100 years, it is held once every four
years. To be invited to deliver a plenary lecture (commonly called one-hour
address) or an invited lecture (commonly called 45-minute address) at the ICM
General Assembly has been regarded a great honour by all. These speakers are
considered top mathematicians in the world who have made very important
contributions in the forefront of the research. Professor Yum-Tong Siu was invited
to address the ICM on three occasions, in 1978, 1983 and 2002 respectively, the
last two being one-hour addresses.

Professor Yum-Tong Siu has not only made remarkable academic achievements,
but also cared about the growth of the young, with pupils in all parts of the world.
In 2002, he held talks in the University of Macau, sharing memories of his journey
from Macao school days to teaching and research in the United States, by which
all the audience felt enlightened and encouraged. Last year, during the Future
Star in Mathematics Summer Camp hosted by the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology, he gave a talk and discussed with more than 100 top
senior secondary school students mathematics methods. Only yesterday, he had
another discussion with some outstanding students from secondary schools at
the University of Macau. These activities have broadened students’ horizons and
stimulated their interest in mathematics.

My colleagues and I have benefited a great deal from every visit of Professor
Yum-Tong Siu to our University. He readily accepted the invitation to be a
member of the Examination Panel and attended the thesis defence of our
University’s first doctoral candidate in mathematics this morning. With the
guidance of this world-level master in mathematics, the University of Macau will
see its academic performance further enhanced. The fact that today the Honorary
Degree Committee recommends the conferment of an Honorary Professorship on
Professor Yum-Tong Siu will be of great importance not only to the development
of our University but also to the cultivation of talents in Macao.
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