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1) The widespread availability of handheld computers has the
potential to both benefit and hinder educators in schools, and
a revised notion of a digital divide suggests that young people
can learn to use mobile devices in ways that lead to academic
success while others may become less successful or
distracted because of the influence of such technologies.
School teachers play an important role in developing young
learners’ capability to use handheld computers for
educational purposes, and this qualitative study aims to
reveal how English teachers’ pedagogical beliefs about
effective teaching relate to actual applications of educational
technology in classrooms, if at all.
2) This study is designed to increase the limited
understanding of the potential associations between Chinese
preschool teachers’ instructional support quality and their
beliefs about children, and the factors that may influence the
associations between them through a mixed-method
approach. Specifically, the quantitative phase aimed to
identify the potential patterns of associations between 164
teachers’ instructional support quality and beliefs about
children by using the person-centered latent profile analysis.
Three distinct profiles of varying instructional support quality
but similar child-centered beliefs have been revealed. Based
on the quantitative results, the follow-up qualitative phase
selected a total of 24 teachers from the three profiles to
collect data.
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