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Abstract
In this presentation, I will discuss the challenges facing a
large-scale English language test in China and the reforms
to respond to the challenges. I will begin with an overview
of English language education and assessment in China,
with a special focus on the College English Test (CET), a
test with the largest number of test takers in the world. I
will then identify and discuss the major challenges facing
this locally developed English language test from the
perspectives of test validity and ethical concerns. The
challenge to the validity of the test comes from construct
under-representation or construct-irrelevant variance
(Messick, 1989). One typical example of the former is the
widespread adoption of target language norms, or native
speaker norms. The latter, construct irrelevant variance, is
of particular relevance to computer-based testing, which
is becoming increasingly popular with providers of largescale tests in China. The other major challenge relates to
test fairness and ethical test use. This social dimension of
language testing represents an even greater challenge than
test validity (McNamara & Roever, 2006). In other words,
English language testing in China needs to go beyond the
cognitive and psychological models and explore a model
that encompasses a clear social dimension (Yang & Gui,
2007). I will conclude with a discussion of the CET
Committee’s efforts to enhance the validity and fairness
of the test and encourage ethical test use.
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