Jean Monnet Conference “European Union at 50:

Assessing the Past, Looking Ahead”
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The University of Macau (UM) organized the
Jean Monnet Conference, "European Union
at 50: Assessing the Past, Looking Ahead,"
on 27 and 28 May 2008. The conference
featured 28 internationally known scholars
from the Mainland, Brazil, France, Germany,
Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, the Netherlands, -
Britain, the United States, Hong Kong and
Macao who presented papers reflecting on
the half-century development of the
European Union (EU), and an overall review
of European legal systems, on which the
Macao legal system is based.

The conference was organized by the
Faculty of Law (FLL) and its Institute for
Advanced Legal Studies in collaboration
with the Jean Monnet Chair, "European
Union Law: Facing the Constitutional and Governance Challenges in the
Era of Globalization”. Besides celebrating the 50" anniversary of the EU,
the conference was also a celebration activity of the 20" anniversary of
FLL. Held at the Cultural Centre of the university on 27 May, the opening
ceremony was officiated by Prof. lu Vai Pan, Rector of UM, Mr. Thomas
Roe, Head of Office of the European Commission in Hong Kong and Macao,
Mr. Christian Ramage, Deputy Consul-General of France in Hong Kong and
Macau, Mr. José Luis de Sales Marques, President of Institute of European
Studies of Macau, Prof. Zeng Lingliang, Dean of FLL, and Prof. Paulo
Canelas de Castro, Conference Academic Coordinator.

The two-day conference consisted of eight sessions. The session topics
included: “From the Single Market to the Economic and Monetary Union: Is
There Any Other Challenge Ahead?"; "Other Policies, Other Concepts: Other
Models of Governance?"; “The Area of Freedom, Security and Justice: More
Freedom, Justice or More Security?”; “The Institutional System: Efficient at
Last?”, "The External Action of the European Union: An Union Open to the
World?", "European Union Law and International Law: How International
Law-Friendly is the Union?"; “Constitutionalism Without Constitution?”; and
“The European Union Legal Order: Sui Generis Case or Global Lesson?"
Besides legal issues in Macao, the conference also explored such areas as
economics, international relations and cultures, especially discussing the
reformation avenues opened by the Treaty of Lisbon.

This conference was one of the two proposals for which UM gained the
approval and funding from the European Commission last year. The other
proposal was the Jean Monnet Chair. Among the 37 conference applications
approved, only two are outside of Europe. UM became the sole higher
education institution in China to organize it. This conference was also sponsored by
the Consulate General of France in Hong Kong and Macao, the Consulate
General of Portugal in Hong Kong and Macao, the Institute of European
Studies of Macau, the Tourism Bureau of the Macao SAR Government and
Macau Lawyers Association.
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