UTIC News

UM Succeeds in Securing Jean Monnet Chair and EU 50" Anniversary

International Conference
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The University of Macau (UM) recently
gained approval from the European Com-
mission to hold and fund a Jean Monnet
Chair and an international conference cel-
ebrating the 50™ anniversary of the Euro-
pean Union (EU). Because of this success,
UM is the sole tertiary education institution
in China (Hong Kong and Macao inclusive)
to organize these two projects.

Launched in 1990 at the request of the aca-
demic world, the Jean Monnet Programme
aims at encouraging higher education insti-
tutions (inside and outside the EU) to work
on European integration studies, analysing
the origin and evolution of the EU’s pred-
ecessor, the European Communities, and the EU in all its aspects. With the
objectives of strengthening teaching and supporting teachers and researchers’
activities in the field, the Programme consists of three key activities: Jean Mon-
net Chairs, Jean Monnet Centres of Excellence and Jean Monnet Teaching
Modules. Among them, Jean Monnet Chairs have become a symbol of out-
standing academic status for scholars.

Jean Monnet Chairs are teaching programmes on European integration stud-
ies. They must be taught at least for 120 hours in one academic year by teach-
ers with professorial titles (assistant, associate or full) living in the district in
which the courses are open. The Jean Monnet Programme also supports re-
search or activities that discuss, reflect and communicate knowledge and infor-
mation about European integration, and organizing international conferences
is one of its key strategies.

At the start of 2007 and the celebration of the EU’s 50t anniversary, UM
submitted the applications to hold a Jean Monnet Chair and an international
conference. After having been examined by the Lifelong Learning Unit of the
Education of the Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency in the European
Commission, and commented by the member states and the European Parlia-
ment, the applications were approved and granted funding on 8 August 2007.

The Jean Monnet Chair organized by UM is
titted “EU Law — Facing the Constitutional
and Governance Challenges in the Era
of Globalization”, and it is offered by
Prof. Paulo Canelas de Castro, asso-

ciate professor of the Faculty of Law
(FLL), in three master programmes:

Law of the European Union, Inter-
national Law and Comparative Law.

Prof. Paulo Canelas de Castro
Paulo Canelas de Castro##%
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Jean Monnet Chalr Launching Ceremony
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According to the information released on the website of EACEA (http://eacea.
ec.europa.eu), among the 37 institutions granted funding to hold Jean Monnet
Chairs, only four that are located outside Europe. They are the Seoul National
University in Korea, the Centre for Economic Research and Teaching in Mexico,
Univali University in Brazil, and UM in China.

The EU 50t Anniversary International Conference approved and funded to be
organized by UM is titled “The European Union at 50: Assessing the Past, Look-
ing Ahead”. Among the 37 conference applications approved, only two are out-
side of Europe. They are the University of Victoria in Canada and UM in China.
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Jean Monnet Chair and International Conference

Launch in the New Academic Year

= - RNBEHENER g2 R

The Jean Monnet Chair and the international conference funded
by the European Commission have already been carried out
in the 2007/2008 academic year. On 11 September 2007, the
Faculty of Law (FLL) held a launching ceremony for the Jean

Monnet Chair titled “European Union Law: The Constitutional
and Governance Challenges in the Era of Globalization”. Dur-
ing the period from 28 September 2007 to March 2008, FLL will
organize nine seminars. For these occasions, the Faculty will
invite several internationally renowned scholars, including Presi-
dent of European Community Studies Association-World Prof.
Manuel Lopes Porto from the University of Coimbra, Portugal,
to speak about notable topics such as the EU and its law and
European integration research. This seminar series is also part
of the three master programmes of FLL: Law of the European
Union, International Law and Comparative Law.
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Prof. Manuel Lopes Porto,
President of European Community
Studies Association-World
JES L Ed)
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